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Cooper Dog Park: Rules help keep off-leash dog park safe, clean

Some of them romp, stomp and play to their heart’s content. Others sit back and
ponder the wide, open space and potential contact with their fellow canines. But one
thing is certain: Cooper Dog Park is the place to go in Bartlesville for critters of the
four-legged variety.

The City of Bartlesville-owned dog park, located on Adams Boulevard near Lee Lake,
is the product of a public-private partnership between the City and local volunteer
group Bark Park Buddies, which helped establish the park and works to help
oversee its operation.

Dogs are free to roam off-leash inside the fenced areas at the dog park — a practice
strictly prohibited at all other City-owned parks.

City of Bartlesville Parks Superintendent Bobby Robinson and Bark Park Buddies
President Bill Buckles remind dog park attendants that adherence to a few simple
rules will keep everyone happy and safe while visiting the park.

“The No. 1 thing is that dog owners must make sure their dog isn’t aggressive, either
toward people or other dogs,” Robinson said. “We have had a few complaints from
people who have had to deal with aggressive dogs at the park — we’ve even banned
one dog from returning to the park because it bit someone.

“Aggressive dogs simply can’t be tolerated. They will be banned from the park
unless or until their behavior improves, and owners of aggressive dogs could face

citations and fines,” he said.

Robinson said aggressive dogs should be reported.



“In situations where a person is attacked or threatened, or when a dog is attacked
and is injured, the owner should call Animal Control at 918-338-4001 to file a
report. Of course, if they need medical attention, they should do that immediately,”
Robinson said.

“Otherwise, aggressive dogs should be reported to the Parks Department between
the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. by calling 918-338-4154. If it's before 7:30 a.m.
or after 4:30 p.m., they can call Bark Park Buddies at 918-766-1129.

“Either way, we have to have a description of the aggressive dog and the identity of
its owner before anything can be done. If we have that, we can investigate the
situation and act accordingly.”

Cooper Dog Park rules

* No dogunder 4 months of age is permitted

* Dogs only (no other pets are allowed)

¢ All dogs must be accompanied by an adult and must be in view of and within
voice control of their owner at all times

¢ Children under 12 are not allowed at the dog park without adult supervision

* Owners are liable and responsible for the actions of their dog

* Dogs must be leashed when entering or leaving the area

¢ Aggressive dogs should be immediately removed from the park

* Dogs must be properly licensed and vaccinated

*  You must clean up after your dog (bags and a trash receptacle are provided)

* Dogs in heat are prohibited

* Dogs over 30 pounds are not allowed in the Small Dog area

* Dogs under 30 pounds are not allowed in the Large Dog area

* No food is permitted inside the fenced areas

“For the most part, everyone works together to keep the dogs safe and everyone is
able to enjoy the park,” said Buckles. “We have had a few incidents that led to dogs
being banned from the park, though. Thankfully it doesn’t happen often, but we
want the park to be clean and safe for everyone to enjoy.”

Cooper Dog Park is open from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. every day.

For more information, see the City of Bartlesville’s website,
www.cityofbartlesville.org or info@barkparkbuddiesvolunteers.com.
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