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EXECUTIVE PROCLAMATION

I, Mary Fallin, Governor of the State of Oklahoma, pursuant to the authority vested in me by
Section 16-26 of Title 2 of the Oklahoma Statutes, do hereby proclaim an emergency due to extreme
weather and in that extraordinary danger from fire exists in the following 53 counties:

Adair, Atoka, Canadian, Carter, Cherokee, Choctaw, Cleveland, Coal, Craig, Creek,
Delaware, Garfield, Garvin, Grady, Grant, Haskell, Hughes, Jefferson, Johnston, Kay,
Kingfisher, Latimer, LeFlore, Lincoln, Logan, Love, McClain, McCurtain, McIntosh,
Marshall, Mayes, Murray, Muskogee, Noble, Nowata, Okfuskee, Oklahoma, Okmulgee,
Osage, Ottawa, Pawnee, Payne, Pittsburg, Pontotoc, Pottawatomie, Pushmataha, Rogers,
Seminole, Sequoyah, Stephens, Tulsa, Wagoner, Washington

By virtue of this proclamation and Section 16-26(A) of Title 2 of the Oklahoma Statutes, it is
unlawful for any person to set fire to any forest, grass, woods, wild lands or marshes, or to build a bonfire
or fire, or to burn or ignite fireworks, or to burn trash or other materials outdoors in any of the counties
included in this proclamation.

Guidelines and exemptions are outlined below. For more specific information, contact the Oklahoma
Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry — Forestry Services Division (405) 522-6158.

FOR EQUIPMENT RELATED TO ROAD CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

Equipment which uses propane or other controlled-type burners is generally regarded as safe,
however it would be prudent to have a water pumper on standby any time this equipment is used
near a grassy right-of-way.

Other types of burners pose a higher risk, particularly if they are of open design or are burning
while being transported. If a safety zone wider than the flame length is established, these burners
are generally safe. If they are pulled onto a grassy surface, the burner should be extinguished. A
concept of “reasonable and prudent” must be applied when using this type of equipment.

WELDING/CUTTING TORCH/GRINDING ACTIVITIES

Outdoor welding or cutting torch activities cause many fires each year, and the ban is intended to
prevent wildland fires caused by this activity. In addition to the penalties prescribed in the law for
violations of the outdoor burning ban, operators may also be liable for damages caused by a fire,
and for the costs of suppressing such fire. Extreme caution is advised. Outdoor welding and
cutting torch activities may continue under the following conditions:
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1. When conducted over a non-combustible surface of at least 10 feet by 10 feet and when
welding blankets or screens are used to cover flammable vegetation; and

2. Wind speeds must be less than 20 mph; and
3. A fire watch, other than the welder, is posted at the welding/cutting torch site with
pressurized water or fire extinguisher.
OILFIELD AND LANDFILL ACTIVITIES
Gas vents and flares associated with the extraction of oil and gas or the refining of oil and gas (or
other manufacturing processes or landfill operations) are generally considered exempt from the
ban as long as the top of the vent pipe is raised well above the surrounding vegetation.
Sludge pits are covered under the ban and should not be burned while it is in effect.
STORM AND LAND CLEARING DEBRIS
Woody debris (limbs, branches, etc.) may be burned under the following conditions:
When using an air-curtain incinerator burning the debris in a pit below ground level.
Department of Environmental Quality Open Burning rules are followed.
The area where the burn is conducted is cleared of vegetation for a 100’ radius.

Wind speed is less than 15 mph
Water and water pumping equipment is on-site.
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CAMPFIRES AND OUTDOOR COOKING

Outdoor campfires or bonfires are prohibited. LPG and natural gas grills and charcoal-fired
cooking outside in a grilling receptacle are permitted provided that the activity is conducted over a
non-flammable surface and at least five feet from flammable vegetation. Coleman-type
pressurized stoves are exempt. However, any fire resulting from grilling or the use of one of these
cookers or stoves is still an illegal fire.

FIREWORKS

Organized public fireworks displays are allowed under this ban if the public fireworks displays are
permitted by a municipality with jurisdictional authority and conducted by trained professionals
with approval of the local fire department or State Fire Marshal’s Office.

NATIVE AMERICAN CEREMONIAL FIRES

Native American ceremonial fires conducted in Sweat Lodges or over non-flammable surfaces of
at least 10 feet by 10 feet are exempt from this Ban.



STATE FIRE SCHOOLS AND FIRE TRAINING

Live burns for firefighter training in conjunction with State Fire Schools and/or Firefighter
Academies are exempt from this Ban. The live burns must be held on training grounds located at
OSU Fire Service Training Regional Training facilities, regional Career Technology Centers, or
Fire Department Training facilities. The burns must also be conducted over non-flammable
surfaces and be held in accordance with Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality Air
Quality rules.

Live burns for wildland fire training are not allowed.

The prohibition against outdoor burning declared in this proclamation shall expire on February 24,
2017. The Forestry Services Division may recommend removal of individual counties from the effect of
this proclamation as conditions change.

The Forestry Services Division of the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry, in
carrying out its emergency functions, may make emergency acquisitions to fulfill the purposes of this
proclamation without regard to limitations or bidding requirements on such acquisitions.

The Forestry Services Division is hereby directed to publish or post copies of this proclamation in
order to provide adequate notice to affected citizens as required by Section 16-26(C) of Title 2 of the
Oklahoma Statutes. It is further directed to distribute copies of this proclamation to the Department of

Public Safety, the Department of Tourism and Recreation, the State Fire Marshal, the Office of the South
Central Interstate Forest Fire Protection Compact, all Cabinet Secretaries, and the Sheriffs of all counties.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of
Oklahoma to be affixed at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, this 10" day of February 2017.

BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA

MARY FALLIN

ATTEST:
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MIKE HUNTER, SECRETARY OF STATE
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