
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE  
SPECIAL MEETING 

Via VideoConferencing 
Per Senate Bill 661 

of the 
COVID-19 Emergency  

Advisory Board 
 

Tuesday, March 31, 2020 
At 1:30 p.m. 

 
Mayor Dale Copeland 

918-338-4282 
 

City Hall, Council Chambers 
401 S. Johnstone Avenue 
Bartlesville, OK 74003 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Per Senate Bill 661 
All Advisory Board Members shall attend by Videoconference. 

 
The public may attend virtually at the following link 

https://www.cityofbartlesville.org/city-government/city-council/webcast/ 
 
 

MINUTES 
(The Notice of Meeting was posted at 1:30 p.m. March 27, 2020 and the Agenda was posted at 1:30 p.m. March 30, 2020.) 

 
Present for the meeting was Mayor Dale Copeland, Vice Mayor Alan Gentges, County Commissioner 
Mitch Antle, City Manager Mike Bailey, Fire Chief John Banks, Police Chief Tracy Roles, Emergency 
Management Director Kary Cox, Kyle Craig, M.D., Gopal Chandrasekharan, M.D., Medical 
Expert/Hospital Administration Angie Bidleman and Hospital Administrator Mike Moore. Staff present was 
Community Development Director Lisa Beeman, Chief Communications Officer Kelli Williams and 
Executive Assistant Elaine Banes. 

  
1. Mayor Copeland called the meeting to order at 1:32 p.m. 

 
2. Roll call was held and a quorum established. 

 
3. Introduction and explanation of purpose and goals of the COVID-19 Emergency Advisory 

Board (CAB) established by Ordinance #3525. Presented by Mike Bailey, City Manager. 
 

Mr. Bailey provided a PowerPoint (attached to these minutes) and reviewed the purpose and rules of 
the COVID-19 Emergency Advisory Board.  
 
Mayor Copeland encouraged Board members to speak up as needed should they desire to discuss 
or add to the conversation of each item. 
 

4. Review of City Ordinance #3525 and Governor’s Executive Order 2020-07. Presented by Mike 
Bailey, City Manager. 
 
Mr. Bailey reviewed the Proclamation Declaring a State of Emergency and Ordinance #3525 passed 
by the City Council on March 23, 2020. Both documents expire on April 6 unless the City Council 
determines a need to continue them at their April 6 City Council meeting. At that time, they also have 
the discretion to amend or repeal the ordinance, depending on the situation of the pandemic at that 
time, and/or recommendations from this Advisory Board. 

https://www.cityofbartlesville.org/city-government/city-council/webcast/


 
 
 

He went on to review Governor Stitt’s Sixth Amended Executive Order particularly highlighting Item 
19. and 20. which addresses the number allowed in social gatherings, business, and how food and 
beverages may be served. He then reviewed the Governor’s Amended Executive Memorandum 
2020-01, which set out critical infrastructures. The Governor’s Order and the City’s Ordinance were 
different in some areas, which caused confusion to some local businesses. He added that it is the 
opinion of the City’s legal department that the stricter provision prevails; therefore, businesses should 
follow the Governor’s Executive Order. He added that where no conflict exists, the provisions of both 
should be viewed as cumulative. The Mayor encouraged citizens to utilize the City’s website and the 
City Beat Newsletter, as they are both a great resource for this type of information.  

 
5. Discussion about the status of the COVID-19 pandemic including State and local modeling. 

Presented by Mayor Copeland. 
 
Mayor Copeland reported that to-date, there are 525 positive cases in the State with 21 in 
Washington County. He asked each Board member to provide comments/reports regarding the 
current status in their area of expertise. Ms. Bidleman, Vice President of Nursing at the local 
Ascension St. John Hospital, also a nurse with a Bachelors and Master’s degree, commented that 
she can supply statistics that show the status of the virus every day. She added that the virus is 
unforgiving and unrelenting  making everyone extremely ill. Vice Mayor Gentges commented that he 
is very interested in the number and statistics, as he wants to make sure the Council makes good 
policy decisions. Fire Chief John Bank commented that the firefighters have not had any exposure 
reports at this time. He would like to speak with Ms. Bidleman regarding how notification from the 
hospital will be made should one of his firefighters be exposed. Police Chief Roles reminded 
everyone to continue to practice patience while his officers are implementing new ways to minimize 
exposure to officers and citizens. For example, reporting crime and accidents through an app, online 
and by phone if possible. Mr. Cox commented that the Emergency Management Office is a 
coordinating role working with the local and State Health Department and with first responders in 
Bartlesville and local communities. They are continuing to track down supplies for first responders. 
One hurdle he sees is overcoming misinformation and making sure correct information is conveyed, 
in order for them to do their work successfully. Mr. Antle reported that they continue to work with the 
Emergency Management Office, the health department, and that the County has taken measures to 
protect employees. He encourages everyone to adhere to the CDC guidelines as well as the orders 
of the Governor. Mayor Copeland commented on the good working relationship between all of the 
local entities. Dr. Craig reported that he works with the hospital on an outpatient basis and provides 
services as a family physician, obstetrics and pediatrics. He has good insight in terms on what is 
happening with his patients therefore he wanted to be on the task force to assist the City with 
decisions related to the virus and how it affects the community. Dr. Gopal commented that he is a 
pediatrician along with Dr. Linda Doyle. He also works on an outpatient basis with the hospital and 
works with Dr. Craig as well. He and Dr. Craig have been meeting with Mr. Moore and Ms. Bidleman 
regularly. His concern is the general infectious nature of the virus and how to localize it in order to 
limit it. Mr. Moore, President of Ascension St. John Hospital commented that they are restricting 
visitors and all actions are based on safety first. He asked for patience during these times, and stated 
his appreciation to serve on this Board.  
 
Mayor Copeland referred back to the PowerPoint for review. Mr. Bailey reviewed the total cases and 
deaths for the State of Oklahoma and total cases and deaths for Washington County. He went on to 
review the Details Behind the Data covering data lag; data sample issues; average growth rates per 
day for the State and Washington County; and how the curve appears to be flattening, but due to 
limitations with data lag and testing, it is difficult to conclude 100%. He reviewed projections for 
Washington County Total Cases using April 17 as the peak date, projecting 5,000 cases in 
Washington County. If the City is able to use social distancing and other measures, this could be 
reduced to approximately 1,000 cases. He then provided Social Distancing Scores via Unacast for 
Oklahoma, which uses cell phone data to measure how counties are grading during this time. 
Unacast would be a metric to consider in order to measure how effective our mitigation measures are 
working. Mayor Copeland commented that using these statistics, the rate of growth seems 
reasonable and how mitigation measures can minimize the growth rate. 



 
 
 

 
Vice Mayor Gentges encouraged anyone with more current information on local statistics or provide 
access to models, the information would be welcome and appreciated. He added that the EOC, 
hospitals and physicians are keeping additional statistics that they have to report to their 
organizations and if they can be shared, it is appreciated. He continued that he had been looking at 
models as well and feels the County will be projected to have 100-200 cases with 20% of those 
cases needing to be hospitalized. There is a good study out of the State of Washington showing the 
effectiveness of social distancing vs. no social distancing. Mr. Bailey asked Ms. Bidleman and Mr. 
Moore if the modeling he prepared is reasonable. Mr. Moore stated that it looked good, that April 17 
is the flattening date. Daily reports prepared by him and sent to the Governor are not available to the 
public at this time. He reported that the hospital is prepared based on the projected numbers at this 
time. Mr. Cox inquired of Mr. Moore if the communication from the State and health department is 
satisfactory and if the hospital’s needs are being met. Mr. Moore responded that he feels they are 
satisfied, but would like to talk individually with Mr. Cox when he is available. Mayor Copeland 
encouraged enhanced communications, whatever can be done to improve percentages of 
containment. Vice Mayor Gentges told Mr. Moore that he should feel comfortable contacting the City 
if anything at all is needed, and if the City can be of further assistance to the medical teams. The 
Mayor also mentioned how involved our local State and Federal legislators have been in assisting 
with the pandemic issues. 
 

6. Discussion of concerns, anticipated needs, projected impacts, and possible mitigation 
measures. Presented by Mayor Copeland. 

 
Mayor Copeland opened with how citizens have been helpful in sewing masks and getting them 
distributed, and many citizens would like to know how else they can help.  Vice Mayor Gentges 
stated that he would particularly like hear from Dr. Gopal and Dr. Craig on the issues they are seeing. 
In addition, he is concerned about how many people are gathering at the larger local retail stores. Dr. 
Gopal commented at length about his concerns regarding daycares, and how he feels they should be 
closed and why, specifically that children are silent infectors. He asked that the City make shutting 
down daycares a number one priority. Vice Mayor Gentges inquired if screening would be effective, 
such as taking the children’s temperatures as the enter the daycare. Dr. Gopal stated that according 
to reports from Johns Hopkins, the CDC and the WHO, the time for screening has passed. He 
emphasized that silent transmission of the disease is his main concern. He added that since we are a 
rural community, folks feel a false sense of security. The spread is proportional and he discourages 
people from gathering in large groups for parties, at retail establishments, and even on the golf 
course. Dr. Craig reported that he seconded everything that Dr. Gopal shared. He stated that he 
realizes that daycares are essential, even to healthcare workers, but even though they are 
considered essential businesses, they are transmitting the disease. He and Dr. Gopal have shared 
their concerns with some daycares, and to-date, one has closed. He added that these are difficult 
times and hard decisions must be made to minimize transmission. Dr. Craig continued to report that 
the current stats are not completely accurate due to the lack of testing, and he feels we will have 
increased numbers as time goes by. He also stated that citizens need to take staying home seriously 
because even after the downturn and restrictions are somewhat lifted, a recurrence is highly 
possible. He urged the City to close daycares in spite of the Governor’s orders.  
 
In response to Vice Mayor Gentges inquiry of what else should be done, Dr. Craig said that on-line 
medical care is being implemented by the medical offices. He asked that large gatherings at local 
retail and grocery stores be brought down to minimal levels. He urged citizens to stay home, and 
urged the City to take measures to keep people home if they choose not to do so voluntarily. Dr. 
Gopal suggested families minimize who goes out to buy or take care of their essential needs, instead 
of whole families shopping. Perhaps designate one family member to shop maybe every two weeks, 
continue to wash hands, keep footwear outside. All of this is very important so that in two months 
physicians do not have to make decisions that are against their oath. Using Life, Liberty and the 
Pursuit of Happiness as an example, he concluded that Life comes first before the others can be 
enjoyed. 
 



 
 
 

Mayor Copeland stated his appreciation for what Dr. Craig and Dr. Gopal shared. He also clarified 
how Adams Municipal Golf Course is operating using stringent rules about carts, the use of personal 
golf clubs and their cleaning regimen. He also provided information that will enable citizens to contact 
this Advisory Board as well as the City Council using a dedicated email of COVID-
19@cityofbartlesville.org. He then inquired what the present capacity is at the hospital at this time. 
Dr. Craig reported that the hospital is preparing for increased capacity and currently doing well. Ms. 
Bidleman confirmed what Dr. Craig said saying that Phase I of three phases for the pandemic is 
complete. The disease has brought in many patients, some who are hospitalized and some who are 
on home quarantine. She added that the hospital is well stocked on PPE’s due to many donations. At 
this time, she reported, there are sufficient ventilators with some stored in the wings should they be 
needed. Dr. Gopal added that the hospital and physicians are trying to protect the Emergency Room 
personnel with policies in place. He reported that the personnel there also encourage everyone to 
stay home to minimize the spread of the disease, that they are in good spirits and they appreciate the 
food gifts that have been delivered to them. 

 
7. Discussion of additional and alternate mitigation measures. Presented by Vice Mayor 

Gentges. 
 
Vice Mayor Gentges reviewed that the doctors would like the City to consider closing daycares and to 
minimize large gatherings of customers at the retail and grocery stores.  He then reviewed the 
PowerPoint slides Potential Measures for Consideration for businesses and for individuals that may 
be considered by the Board and City Council. Mayor Copeland stated that some are more restrictive 
than others, albeit all good suggestions. Regarding the City’s authority to enforce them, Vice Mayor 
Gentges stated that the City Attorney and Attorney General would be the best resource for 
enforcement questions, although his opinion was that the City has pretty broad authority for these 
situations.  
 
Mr. Bailey reported that church groups have inquired if they could have parking lot services/drive-in 
services. The City has responded they could as long as everyone attending stays in their vehicles 
with less than 10 in the vehicle, and the message is broadcast through the radio or loud speakers. 
Another question that has arisen has to do with garage sales and whether or not they are allowed. 
This may be a question that the City Council will need to address. Ms. Beeman added that other 
inquiries the City has been receiving are if exercise facilities could move their programs out-doors, if 
hair salons could conduct business out-doors, whether the Pillow Factory is considered essential. 
She stated that the City has remained firm and clear what is allowed. Exercise facilities and hair 
salons are to close, and factories are considered essential. She asked Mr. Cox how to direct calls 
regarding food servers in drive-thru’s not wearing gloves, and if open grills inside convenience stores 
should remain available. Mr. Cox advised that those types of calls should be directed to the local 
health department to address. 
 

8. Creation of a long-term workgroup focused on long-term planning for the COVID-19 pandemic 
including planning for the eventual reduction of mitigation measures, termination of the 
proclamation of emergency, and review of the mass inoculation plan. Presented by Vice 
Mayor Gentges. 
 
Vice Mayor Gentges commented on how the doctor’s opinions regarding a workgroup is important. 
Dr. Gopal stated that he felt it is immature to end the emergency declaration on April 6. He stated 
that it should be extended at least through April 17 if not longer. He encouraged a cautious approach, 
that most public officials are even expecting aftershocks. He added that he would be happy to serve 
on the long-term workgroup. Dr. Craig said he would be honored to be a part of the long-term 
workgroup and agreed with Dr. Gopal that although April 17 is a current target, he is reluctant about 
calling it too soon. He feels it is important to watch how other countries and states are handling the 
situation in order to provide smart planning.  
 
Mayor Copeland inquired about a mass inoculation plan. Mr. Cox reported that the mass inoculation 
plan is through the Oklahoma Health Department. The EOC is a major player in the plan, which is 
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currently being updated. He concluded that the plan can be used for supplies as well as for 
medication.   
 

9. Discussion and possible action on CAB recommendations to the City Council. Presented by 
Vice Mayor Gentges. 

 
Mayor Copeland expressed his appreciation for everyone’ patience and input during the meeting. 
Vice Mayor Gentges asked for a recap of what should be brought forward for the City Council’s 
consideration at their April 6 meeting. Mayor Copeland summarized that recommendations he 
gathered throughout the meeting were addressing daycare operations, capacity control at retail and 
grocery stores, garage and yard sales, the extension of the proclamation of emergency and 
amending Ordinance #3525. Other concerns not necessarily for the City Council were the needs to 
enhance education and to discourage misinformation. Discussion covered how to minimize 
occupancy levels at larger retailers; being consistent with information to the larger retailers and the 
public; possibly using existing fire codes as a model for restrictions for larger retailers; continuing to 
use data such as Unicast; use of resources for citizens with inquiries such as the COVID hotline and 
the City’s FAQ; the development of a COVID-19 Hub on the City’s website; and the continued 
cooperation between the City, County, Dewey, EOC, and medical teams. 
 

10. Determination of next meeting date. Presented by Mike Bailey, City Manager. 
 

Meeting once a week on Tuesday’s at 1:30 p.m. was the consensus. 
 

11. Comments and inquiries by Board members. 
 

Vice Mayor Gentges thanked everyone for their participation and the great service they are providing 
to the community. He also stated his appreciation to Mayor Copeland for his leadership. 
 
Dr. Gopal thanked the City workers and City government, and apologized if he sounded heated. His 
intent and goal is safety for everyone. 
 
Dr. Craig thanked everyone as well. 
 
Mayor Copeland expressed his hope that this is helpful to the public; that the webcast broadcasted 
well; that the meeting has been recorded and will be downloaded to the City’s website; and that he is 
grateful for the guidance of everyone attending today. 
 
Mr. Bailey encouraged Board members and the public to email him if they are aware of ways to 
improve the meeting. He also thanked everyone for their contribution and attendance. 
 

12. There being no further business to address, Mayor Copeland adjourned the meeting at 3:55 
p.m. 

 
 

 
                                                        
Dale W. Copeland, Mayor 

 
 
 
                                                        
  Jason Muninger, City Clerk/CFO 

 

 

 



COVID-19 EMERGENCY 
ADVISORY BOARD
MARCH 31,  2020

1:30 P.M.

VIA ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCE

Attachment to the Minutes of 3/31/20



Agenda Item #1

Call to order and welcome
MAYOR COPELAND



Agenda Item #2

Roll call and establishment 
of a quorum
ELAINE BANES



Agenda Item #3

Introduction and explanation of 
purpose and goals of the Board
MIKE BAILEY





Agenda Item #4

Review Ordinance #3525 and 
Governor’s Executive Order 2020-07
MIKE BAILEY























GOVERNOR’S EXECUTIVE ORDER VS. CITY 
ORDINANCE
Generally speaking, stricter provision will prevail

Details of certain conflicting provisions:
◦ Bars and restaurants offering items for off premises consumption

◦ Governor = may offer pick-up, curbside, and delivery
◦ City = may offer drive through, take-out, or delivery but NO customers are allowed to access the facility
◦ City’s provision prevails in that restaurants, bars, etc. may not allow customers to access the facility for pick-up/take-out

◦ Tattoo shops, massage therapists, barber shops, salons, and spas
◦ Governor = no special provisions, if not deemed “critical infrastructure”, they must close
◦ City = allowed them to operate on an appointment basis only with some other restrictions
◦ Governor’s provision prevails, if not deemed “critical infrastructure”, they must close
◦ City’s provision prevails, if they are deemed “critical infrastructure”, they must operate with our restrictions

Where no conflict exists, the provisions of both should be viewed as cumulative



Agenda Item #5

Status of the COVID-19 Pandemic 
including local and State modeling
MAYOR COPELAND



TOTAL CASES AND DEATHS FOR THE 
STATE OF OKLAHOMA
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DETAILS BEHIND THE DATA
Issues affecting the data:
◦ Data lag – testing delays, reporting delays, etc.
◦ Data sample issues – limited testing, not testing all suspected cases, short time frame for trend analysis 

(OK = 24 days / Wash. Cnty. = 12 days)
◦ Others?

Takeaways:
◦ Oklahoma’s new cases reported has grown on average 33.5% per day (total cases will double every 2.4 

days)
◦ Oklahoma’s deaths have grown on average 33.8% per day
◦ Washington County’s new cases reported has grown on average 35.6% (total cases will double every 2.3 

days)
◦ Both the Oklahoma curve and Washington County curve appear to be flattening, but due to limitations 

above, it’s difficult to conclude anything
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SOCIAL 
DISTANCING 
SCORES VIA 
UNACAST 
FOR 
OKLAHOMA



SOCIAL 
DISTANCING 
SCORES VIA 
UNACAST 
FOR WASH. 
COUNTY



Agenda Item #6

Concerns, needs, negative impacts and 
possible solutions for local organizations 
(PD, FD, Ambulance, Hospital, etc.)
MAYOR COPELAND



Agenda Item #7

Additional and alternate mitigation 
measures to be considered for 
recommendation to Council
VICE MAYOR GENTGES



POTENTIAL MEASURES FOR 
CONSIDERATION
1. Requirement on businesses to reduce community spread ( CDC definition; Community spread means people have 
been infected with the virus in an area, including some who are not sure how or where they became infected.)

a. Signage, warnings and instructions

b. Limits on numbers in a building.

c. Physical distance requirements for employee and customers

d. Testing prior to work e.g. temperature, symptom questionnaire, viral testing

e. Wearing of PPE

f. Physical barriers for cashiers

g. Limited hours

h. Contact records for service employees

i. Reporting requirement for employees who exhibit or report illness and or symptoms

j. Reducing the number and type of essential businesses.



POTENTIAL MEASURES FOR 
CONSIDERATION
2. Requirements for individuals

a. Expand age range or include all ages in the “stay at home” order.

b. Limit necessary travel exceptions.

c. Enforce 10 person limit on gatherings
d. Reduce gathering limits to 5.

e. Restrict travel

d. Track travel to determine compliance and to adjust restrictions.
e. Issue lock down order.

f. Start mandatory viral testing.

g. enforce mandatory isolation for all who test positive.



Agenda Item #8

Creation of long-term workgroup focused on 
planning for the end of the pandemic 
(reduction of measures, review of mass 
inoculation plan, etc.)
VICE MAYOR GENTGES



Agenda Item #9

Possible action to recommend 
additional measures to City Council
VICE MAYOR GENTGES



Agenda Item #10

Next Meeting Date?
MIKE BAILEY



Agenda Item #11

Comments and inquiries from 
Board members.



COMMENTS, QUESTIONS, OR CONCERNS 
FROM THE PUBLIC

Please email COVID-19@cityofbartlesville.org

mailto:COVID-19@cityofbartlesville.org


Agenda Item #12

Adjournment
MAYOR COPELAND
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