
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING  

OF THE  
BARTLESVILLE CITY COUNCIL 

 
Monday, August 15, 2022 

12:00 NOON 
 

Mayor Dale Copeland 
918-338-4282 

 

Council Chambers and 
First Floor Conference Room 
401 S. Johnstone Avenue 
Bartlesville, OK 74003  

 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Call to order the business meeting of the Bartlesville City Council by Mayor Copeland. 
 

2. Roll Call and Establishment of a Quorum. 
 

3. Invocation. 
 

4. Citizens to be heard. 
 

5. Discuss and take possible action to participate in the Oklahoma Opioid Distributor 
Settlement authorizing the Mayor to execute the Subdivision Settlement Participation 
Form submitted by the Oklahoma Attorney General’s office. Presented by Jess Kane, City 
Attorney. 

 
6. City Manager and Staff Reports. 

 
7. City Council Comments and Inquiries. 

 
8. Recess in order to relocate into the 1st floor conference room for the workshop portion of 

the meeting. 
 

9. Reconvene and open the workshop meeting.  
 

10. Citizens to be heard specific to Agenda Item 11. 
 

11. Discuss regulations for natural landscape areas. Presented by Lisa Beeman, Director of 
Community Development.  
 

12. Adjournment. 
 
The Notice of Meeting and Agenda was received and filed in the Office of the City Clerk and 
posted in prominent public view at City Hall at 12:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 11, 2022. 
 
      Jason Muninger        /s/ Elaine Banes 
 
Jason Muninger, CFO/City Clerk            by Elaine Banes, Deputy City Clerk 
 
 



 
 
 

City of Bartlesville Agendas and Packets: https://www.cityofbartlesville.org/city-government/city-council/meeting-agendas/ 
 
*Live Streaming: https://www.cityofbartlesville.org/city-government/city-council/webcast/ 
*Televised on Sparklight Channel 56 
*Workshop portions of City Council meetings will not be live streamed or televised. The public is welcome to attend in person. 
 
 
Open Meetings Act Compliance (25 O.S. Sec. 301 et seq.): all discussion items are subject to possible action by the City Council. Official action 
can only be taken on items which appear on the agenda. The City Council may adopt, approve, ratify, deny, defer, recommend, amend, strike, or 
continue any agenda item. When more information is needed to act on an item, the City Council may refer the matter to the City Manager, Staff or 
City Attorney, or back to a committee or other recommending body. Under certain circumstance, items are deferred to a specific later date or stricken 
from the agenda entirely. Agenda items requiring a public hearing as required by law will be so noted. The City Council may at their discretion change 
the order of the business agenda items. City of Bartlesville encourages participation from all its citizens. If participation at any public meeting is not 
possible due to a disability, notification to the city Clerk at least one working day prior to the scheduled meeting is encouraged to make the necessary 
accommodations. The City may waive this rule if signing is not the necessary accommodation. 
 
 

https://www.cityofbartlesville.org/city-government/city-council/meeting-agendas/
https://www.cityofbartlesville.org/city-government/city-council/webcast/


















Chapter 11 - PUBLIC NUISANCES AND PROPERTY ENHANCEMENT 

ARTICLE I. - GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 11-1. - Purpose and scope. 

Sec. 11-2. - Adoption of state law. 

Sec. 11-3. - Definitions.  (Add the following new terms) (remove existing language) 

The following words, term and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in 
this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

Garden means a cultivated area dedicated to growing vegetables, fruits, annual and perennial plants, 
ornamental grasses, or groundcovers, vines, shrubs, or trees in a location within a defined edge or border. 

Managed natural landscaping area means any planned, intentionally cultivated, and maintained planting area 
which may include, without limitation, trees, shrubs, and native plants that require little or no irrigation and 
where turf grass has been completely eliminated.  Managed natural landscaping areas shall not include turf-
grass lawns left unattended for the purpose of returning to a natural state.   

Native plants mean those grasses (including prairie grasses), sedges (solid, triangular-stemmed plants 
resembling grasses), forbs (flowering broadleaf plants), vines, shrubs, groundcovers, and trees that are native 
and naturalized to the State of Oklahoma.  For purposes of this Chapter, native plants shall not include noxious 
weeds or noxious grasses as defined herein.  

Noxious Weed means any plant identified by the State of Oklahoma, Federal Government, or any State or 
Federal Agency as being noxious or invasive. 

Slum-like means a building, structure or premises characterized by deterioration or other similar conditions 
regardless of the condition of other properties in the neighborhood. 

Turf grass shall mean those types of grasses that spread naturally to form a dense continuous sod mat.  Such 
grasses are customarily grown for regularly cut lawn areas and managed grass spaces and present a finished, 
maintained appearance with proper maintenance and care.  Such grasses may include, but are not limited to, 
Bahia, bent, Bermuda, Kentucky bluegrass, fescue, buffalo, carpet, centipede, rye, St. Augustine, and zoysia 
grass.  

Unmanaged Vegetation Growth means an unmaintained area in which any grass, turf grass, hay, weeds, brush 
or other vegetation has grown to a height exceeding twelve (12) inches as a result of the absence of active 
cutting, mowing, or other maintenance.  This definition shall not include: 

1. Gardens, 
2. Vegetation located on agricultural land provided a minimum 50-foot buffer area is mowed and 

maintained along any adjacent property line abutting a public right-of-way or any developed lot, plot, 
or tract of land. 

3. Managed natural landscaping areas, provided that any such managed natural landscape area which is 
visible from any public way, street, sidewalk or alley meets the following requirements: 
a. Where turf grass has been completely eliminated; 
b. Is clearly defined by a border, edging, rock, brick, fence or similar material; 
c. Maintains a transition area of ten feet (10’) from the edge of roadway, or five feet (5’) from the 

inside edge of public sidewalk if existing, whichever is greater, which is comprised of turf grass 
or plantings no taller than twelve inches (12”) in height. For the purposes of this ordinance, a 
corner lot shall be deemed to have two front yards; 



d. Maintains a transition area of five feet (5’) from the side and rear lot lines which is comprised of 
turf grass or plantings not exceeding twelve inches (12”) in height.  This 12” maximum height 
restriction may be waived if there is a fully opaque fence at least six feet (6’) in height along the 
shared side or rear property line, or if the adjacent property is a natural landscape area, wetland, 
pond, lake, stream, or natural wooded area; 

e. Any natural landscape area exceeding twelve inches (12”) in height may occupy no more than fifty 
percent (50%) of the existing yard area visible from the public right-of-way; 

f. Any planting exceeding four feet (4’) in height, other than trees and shrubs, shall be located within 
fifteen feet (15’) of a building or fence; 

g. Is cut at least annually to a height no greater than twelve inches (12”) to remove dead or 
unmaintained growth; 

h. Contains only those plants which are identified as “Oklahoma Proven” by the Oklahoma State 
University Extension Office (https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/oklahoma-proven-plant-
selections-for-oklahoma.html). 

Weeds shall include, but is not limited to, any of the following: 

1. Any plant that exceeds twelve inches (12”) in height, other than healthy trees, shrubs, or produce for 
human consumption grown in a tended and cultivated garden unless such trees and shrubbery by their 
density or location constitute a detriment to the health, benefit, and welfare of the public and 
community or a hazard to traffic or create a fire hazard to the property or otherwise interfere with the 
mowing of said weeds, 

2. Regardless of height, harbors, conceals, or invites deposits or accumulation of refuse or trash, 
3. Harbors rodents or vermin, 
4. Gives off unpleasant or noxious odors, 
5. Constitutes a fire or traffic hazard, 
6. Is dead or diseased. 
7. Any plant that poses a major threat to agriculture and/or natural ecosystems within the United States; 
8. Sorghum halepense, commonly known as Johnson grass; 
9. Any noxious weed. 

Sec. 11-4. - Enumerated violations. 

It is unlawful and a violation of this chapter for any owner or responsible person to commit a nuisance or to 
permit a nuisance to occur, to erect, maintain, use, place, deposit, cause, allow, leave or permit to remain any of 
the following, or to willfully neglect to perform any legal duty relating to the removal of a nuisance. A nuisance 
includes any one (1) or more of the following conditions:  

A. Accumulation of Debris, Trash, and Waste.  

B.  Vegetation.  
1.  Any object, building, tree, bush, shrub, grass, or vehicle plant that constitutes a fire or traffic hazard, 

that interferes with, obstructs, tends to obstruct, or renders dangerous the free passage, use or vision 
in the customary manner of any sidewalk, street or highway in the city.  

2.  Any unmanaged vegetation growth as defined herein. 
3.  Failure to install or maintain landscaping as required by the zoning regulations or other applicable 

city codes.  
 

No further changes to Chapter 11 proposed. 

https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/oklahoma-proven-plant-selections-for-oklahoma.html
https://extension.okstate.edu/fact-sheets/oklahoma-proven-plant-selections-for-oklahoma.html


 

Managed Natural Landscaping Area 
Visible from any public way, street, sidewalk, or alley 

With public sidewalk 
 

1 =  Area between the sidewalk and curb; must be turfgrass or low groundcover not exceeding twelve 
inches (12”) in height 

2 =  Sidewalk 

3 = Ten-foot (10’) transition area from the edge of roadway, or 5’ from the inside edge of public 
sidewalk if existing, which is comprised of turf grass or plantings no taller than twelve inches 
(12”) in height.  A corner lot shall be deemed to have two front yards.  

4 = Five-foot (5’) transition area from the side and rear lot lines which is comprised of turf grass or 
low groundcover not exceeding five inches (12”) in height.  This 12” maximum height 
restriction may be waived is there is a fully opaque fence at least six feet in height along the 
shared side or rear property line, or if the adjacent property is a natural landscape area, wetland, 
pond, lake, stream, or natural wooded area. 

5 = Occupies no more than fifty percent (50%) of the existing yard or impervious area visible from 
the public right-of-way.  Remainder of yard area shall not contain plantings taller than 12” in 
height. 

6 =  Areas which are not visible from the public right-of-way are exempt from these requirements. 
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Managed Natural Landscaping Area 
Visible from any public way, street, sidewalk, or alley 

Without public sidewalk 
 

3 = Ten-foot (10’) transition area from the edge of roadway, or five foot (5’) from inside edge of 
public sidewalk if existing, which is comprised of turf grass or plantings no taller than twelve 
inches (12”) in height.  A corner lot shall be deemed to have two front yards.  

4 = Five-foot (5’) transition area from the side and rear lot lines which is comprised of turf grass or 
low groundcover not exceeding twelve inches (12”) in height.  This 12” maximum height 
restriction may be waived is there is a fully opaque fence at least six feet in height along the 
shared side or rear property line, or if the adjacent property is a natural landscape area, wetland, 
pond, lake, stream, or natural wooded area. 

5 = Occupies no more than fifty percent (50%) of the existing yard or impervious area visible from 
the public right-of-way.  Remainder of yard area shall not contain plantings taller than 12” in 
height. 

6 =  Areas which are not visible from the public right-of-way are exempt from these requirements. 
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Other Bartlesville Examples: 
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