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ORDINANCE NO. 3405

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 12 — OFFENSES OF THE BARTLESVILLE
MUNICIPAL CODE ADDING REGULATIONS RELATED TO ACTS PROHIBITED IN
PUBLIC PLACES AND AGGRESSIVE SOLICITATION.

WHEREAS, the Unsheltered Homeless Task Force has made a recommendation that the
following ordinance be adopted; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds a compelling public interest in ensuring that our public spaces
continue to be a place for all of the public to enjoy; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds these regulations to be a necessary component in regulating
behavior that may be harmful to our community; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds these regulations to be within the bounds of law and within
its authority to act.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
BARTLESVILLE, OKLAHOMA, that:

Section 1. The following sections shall be added to the Bartlesville Municipal Code.

Section 12-29 — Camping in public spaces prohibited

(a) No person shall camp, sleep, or establish a temporary living space in any public
property, including but not limited to parks, sidewalks, streets, alleys, or any other
public right-of-way, except in designated camping areas approved by the City.

(b) "Camping" is defined as residing in or using a public space for living accommodation
purposes, including but not limited to sleeping, storing personal belongings, erecting
tents or temporary structures, lighting fires, or cooking in non-designated areas.

(c) This prohibition shall not apply to special events authorized by the City where camping
is explicitly permitted.

(d) Any person found in violation of this section shall be subject to a fine of up to $500 per
occurrence.

(e) Prior to enforcement, law enforcement or designated city officials may offer
information on available shelter options and provide reasonable time to vacate the
prohibited area.

() The City shall remove individuals, personal property, camping materials, and campsites
that are in violation of this section from public property in the following manner:

1) If the camp is not in a public facility such as restroom or shelter, then official notice
of the violation shall be placed at the location of the violation.
i. Offenders shall be given at least 48 hours to remove all individuals, personal
property, and camping materials.



ii. After 48 hours, the City may remove individuals, personal property,
camping materials, and campsites that are in violation of this section with
no further notice.

2) Ifthe camp is in a public facility such as a restroom or shelter, then no official notice
will be required and the City may remove individuals, personal property, camping
materials and campsites that are in violation of this section with no notice.

(g) Personal belongings removed from an unauthorized encampment may be discarded
including tarps, bedding, waste, clothes, and other personal items. Weapons, drug
paraphernalia, items appearing to be stolen, and evidence of a crime may be retained
as evidence by the Police Department until an alternate disposition is determined. Any
personal property removed from a campsite which is not, disposed of, or held as
evidence (as provided above), shall be stored by the City for a minimum of 7 days,
during which time it shall be made reasonably available for and released to an
individual confirming ownership.

(h) Repeat offenders may be subject to progressive fines, exclusion from specific public
areas, or other legal remedies as determined by the City.

(1) Offenders who agree to remediate their campsites by removing all personal belongings,
trash, individuals, and other campsite materials may be shown greater latitude by
officers and the municipal judge. The speed of compliance and completeness of the
restoration shall be determining factors in the degree of latitude granted.

Section 12-30 — Conduct Prohibited in Public Spaces

(a) No person shall vandalize, deface, or damage park property, including trees, shrubs,
buildings, structures, benches, signage, playground equipment, or any other public
asset within a park.

(b) No person shall dump, scatter, or leave garbage, refuse, or litter in any public park
except in designated receptacles. Illegal dumping of bulk items is strictly prohibited.

(c) No person shall construct, place, or maintain any kind of road, trail, permanent
structure, signs, markers, fences, permanent enclosures, or other improvements in any
City park or on public property unless otherwise approved by the City.

(d) Public urination, defecation, or engaging in indecent exposure in public view or on
public property is prohibited.

(e) No person shall engage in lewd or sexually explicit behavior in public view or on public
property.

(f) Any person found in violation of this section shall be subject to a fine of up to $500 per
occurrence.

(g) Any person found engaging in illegal dumping or vandalism shall be required to
perform community service related to park maintenance and cleanup.

(h) Law enforcement and park officials shall have the authority to issue immediate trespass
orders for individuals engaging in repeated or severe violations.

Section 12-31 — Sitting or Lying in Public Rights of Way Prohibited

(a) No person shall sit or lie on any public sidewalk, street, alley, or right-of-way within
the City between the hours of 7:00 AM and 11:00 PM.



(b) No person shall sit or lie on any public sidewalk, street, alley, or right-of-way within
the Central Business District as defined as the area enclosed by the following
description and including the streets and pedestrian rights of way that bound the area.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

beginning at the intersection of Hensley Blvd and Cherokee Ave;

west on Hensley Blvd to the railroad tracks.;

southwest on the railroad tracks to Adams Blvd;

east on Adams Blvd to Cherokee Ave;

north on Cherokee back to the intersection of Cherokee Ave and Hensley Blvd.

(c) These prohibitions do not apply to:

1)
2)

3)
4)
3)

Individuals experiencing a medical emergency.

Persons with bona fide medical conditions necessitating wheelchairs or other
mobility aids.

Persons sitting on benches or other seating provided by the City.

Persons waiting in line for lawful commercial or public services.

Persons attending a public event including parades and other public activities.

(d) Any person found in violation of this section shall be subject to a fine of up to $500 per
occurrence.

(e) Law enforcement may issue exclusion orders for repeat offenders to prevent further
violations in specified areas.

Section 12-32 — Polluting or Damaging Public Water Sources Prohibited

(2) No person shall damage or interfere with a public water supply defined as a public well,
cistern, water plug, stream, lake, river, pool, pond, creek, any other waterway, or any
fountain or recreational water device; or

(b) bathe in a public water source; or

(c) wash clothing or other personal items in a public water source.

(d) Any person found in violation of this section shall be subject to a fine of up to $500 per
occurrence.

(e) Repeat violations may result in exclusion from public restrooms, parks, or other city
facilities where misuse has occurred.

(f) Law enforcement shall be authorized to remove individuals from facilities if they refuse
to comply with an order to cease prohibited activities.

Section 12-45 — Aggressive Solicitation Prohibited

(a) No person shall engage in aggressive solicitation within city limits. "Aggressive
solicitation" is defined as:

1)

Following, touching, or making continued demands of an individual after a request
to stop.

Obstructing the path of a pedestrian or blocking access to a business or vehicle.
Using obscene language, threats, or intimidating behavior while soliciting.
Soliciting within 25 feet of an ATM, bank entrance, bus stop, parking garage, fuel
station, restaurant patio, public restroom, at a marked crosswalk, or on a block that
contains an entrance or exit to a school or childcare facility.



5) Soliciting between the hours of 8:00 PM and 7:00 AM in public spaces.

(b) Any person found in violation of this section shall be subject to a fine of up to $500 per
occurrence.

(c) Officers shall prioritize voluntary compliance and may refer individuals to social
services before enforcement action.

Section 2. The following conflicting section shall be removed from the Bartlesville Municipal
Code.

Section 12-107 A. It is unlawful for any person to use or occupy as a place of lodging or to
erect dwelling houses, tents or structures of any kind whatsoever upon any land, lots or tracts
of land situated within the limits of any public property owned or controlled by the city.

Section 3. Severability

Should any provision of this ordinance be deemed invalid or unenforceable by a court of competent
jurisdiction, the remaining provisions shall remain in full force and effect.

Section 4. Effective Date
This ordinance shall take effect January 1, 2026.

APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND SIGNED BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY
OF BARTLESVILLE THIS 2™’ DAY OF JUNE 2025.

VOTE:

MR. SHERRICK Caye) no

MR. EAST Caye) no '
MR. KIRKPATRICK (aye) no '
VICE MAYOR DORSEY (aye) no Jim Curd, Mayor
MAYOR CURD (aye) no
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