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AUTOMATED LICENSE PLATE READER FACTS 

UNDERSTANDING THE FACTS 

We believe in transparency. This guide explains how our ALPR system works and its limitations. 
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WHAT THE SYSTEM DOES 

• The cameras take point-in-time, still images of vehicles on public roadways from fixed locations. 

• Records basic vehicle characteristics, including color, make, model, and body type. 

• Assists law enforcement in identifying and locating vehicles associated with criminal investigations, missing 

persons, AMBER/Silver Alerts, and other public safety incidents. 
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WHAT IT DOES NOT DO 

• Does not continuously track individuals or create a comprehensive record of a person's travel history. 

• Does not issue traffic citations or serve as an automated traffic enforcement system. 

• Does not access or display personal information such as names, addresses, Social Security numbers, driver's 

license records, or DMV information. 

• Does not use facial recognition, biometric technology, or any other method to identify individuals. 
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NO SIGNALTRACE OR DEVICE TRACKING 

• Our system does not use Signal Trace technology. 

• It does not detect, scan, or collect information from cell phones, Bluetooth devices, smartwatches, earbuds, 

vehicle infotainment systems, or other personal electronic devices. 

• It does not identify or capture wireless signals, MAC addresses, or other electronic identifiers transmitted by 

personal devices. 

• The system is limited to capturing point-in-time images of vehicles on public roadways, including visible 

license plates and basic vehicle characteristics such as color, make, model, and body type. 
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PRIVACY, OVERSIGHT & ACCOUNTABILITY 
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PRIVACY & PERSONAL INFORMATION 

• License plates are government-issued identifiers that are required by law to be displayed in plain view on 

vehicles operated on public roadways. 

• The system does not collect or display personally identifiable information such as names, addresses, driver's 

license records, or other personal data associated with a vehicle's registered owner. 

• Data not associated with a criminal investigation or authorized public safety purpose is automatically 

deleted after 30 days, in accordance with the department's retention policy. 
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OVERSIGHT & ACCOUNTABILITY 

• Every system query is recorded, logged, and subject to audit to ensure accountability and appropriate use. 

• Each audit log documents the date and time of the search, the license plate or data queried, the reason for 

the search, the associated case or call for service number, and the identity of the authorized user who 

conducted the search. 

 

KEY PRIVACY POINT 

ALPR data is vehicle-based. The system does not use facial recognition or collect personal-device signals. 
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ACCESS, SHARING & LEGAL USE 
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DATA SHARING & ACCESS 

• Data is shared only with law enforcement agencies that meet BPD's standards. 

• Data is not sold to private companies, corporations, or third parties. 

• Private customers of the vendor cannot access law enforcement data. 

• There is no federal back-door access to BPD data. BPD controls its own sharing. 

 

07 

LEGAL & CONSTITUTIONAL 

• ALPR use does not violate the Fourth Amendment. 

• Courts across the country have upheld the use of license plate reader evidence. 

 

TRANSPARENCY • ACCOUNTABILITY • PUBLIC SAFETY 

BPD controls access to its ALPR data and audits system use to ensure authorized, accountable operation. 

 


