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MINUTES

(The Notice of Meeting was posted December 12, 2025 and
the Agenda was posted June 29, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.)

City Council in attendance was Mayor James S. Curd, Jr., Vice Mayor Trevor Dorsey, and
Councilmembers Tim Sherrick, Larry East and Aaron Kirkpatrick.

City staff in attendance was Mike Bailey, City Manager; Laura Sanders, Assistant City Manager;
Jess Kane, City Attorney; Jason Muninger, CFO/City Clerk; Micah Siemers, Director of
Engineering; Terry Lauritsen, Director of Water Utilities; Larry Curtis, Director of Community
Development; Kiley Roberson, Library Director; Robin Betts, Director of Human Resources;
Police Chief Andrew Ward; Deputy Police Chief Troy Newell; Police Captain Daniel Elkins; Fire
Chief H.C. Call; Deputy Fire Chief Barry Campbell; Matt McCollough, IT Director; Alicia Shelton,
Accounting & Finance Supervisor; Officer McKnight, Security and Elaine Banes, Executive
Assistant.

1. The business meeting of the Bartlesville City Council was called to order by Mayor Curd
at 5:30 p.m.

2. Roll Call was conducted and a quorum established.

3. Invocation was provided by Kristy Rodgers, Commissioned Pastor, First Presbyterian
Church.

4, Public Comments on Agenda Items.

Celeste Cleary — Agenda Item 13. — Ms. Cleary is opposed to the rezoning due to parking issues
the new development will place on the area.

Ann Cleary — Agenda Item 13. - Ms. Cleary is opposed to the rezoning and PUD/SDP due to
parking issues and the requested setback variance that is not consistent to other homes and
buildings on the street.

Erroll Hada — Agenda Item 18 — Mr. Hada stated his support of the use of ALPR (Flock) cameras
and provided an incident where the cameras led to a quick arrest in the case of a felony.

Tom Gorman — signed in but did not wish to speak.

5. City Council Announcements and Proclamations.

e Mayoral Letter of Recognition to Molly Walker, Grace Community Church. Presented by
Councilmember Aaron Kirkpatrick. The letter honored Ms. Walker for her work on the
Community Guide and how beneficial her work is to the Bartlesville community.

6. Authorities, Boards, Commissions and Committees



One opening on the City Planning Commission
Two openings on the Tree Committee
Two openings on the White Rose Cemetery Board

Mayor Curd read the openings and encouraged citizens to volunteer. Applications can be found
on the City website and in the City Manager's office.

Consent Docket

Approval of Minutes

The Regular Meeting Minutes of June 1, 2026.

Approval and/or Ratification of Appointments and Reappointment to Authorities,
Boards Commissions, and Committees.

vi.

Reappointment of Ms. Kay Little to an additional three-year term on the
Bartlesville Area History Museum Trust Authority at the recommendation of
Councilman Sherrick.

Reappointment of Mr. Alexander Johnson to an additional three-year term on the
Community Center Trust Authority at the recommendation of Councilman
Sherrick.

Reappointment of Mr. Bill Hollander to an additional three-year term on the
Construction & Fire Code Appeals Board at the recommendation of Mayor Curd.
Reappointment of Mr. Richard Sparks to an additional three-year term on the
Sewer System Improvements Oversight Committee at the recommendation of
Vice Mayor Dorsey.

Reappointment of Mr. Brent Butler and Ms. Angie Terronez to additional three-year
terms on the Bartlesville Convention and Visitor's Bureau (Visitors Inc.) Board of
Directors at the recommendation of Vice Mayor Dorsey and Councilman
Kirkpatrick.

Appointment of Mr. Mark Gailey to fill an unexpired term on the Bartlesville
Convention and Visitor's Bureau (Visitors Inc.) Board of Directors at the
recommendation of Vice Mayor Dorsey and Councilman Kirkpatrick.

Approval of Resolutions

Amending the budget of the City of Bartlesville for fiscal year 2025-26 appropriating
unanticipated revenue for the General Services Department.

Amending the budget of the City of Bartlesville, Oklahoma for Fiscal Year 2025-
2026, appropriating 2026 General Obligation Bond proceeds for closing costs.
Amending the budget of the City of Bartlesville, Okiahoma for Fiscal Year 2026-
2027, appropriating 2026 General Obligation Bond proceeds.

Approval and Ratification of Agreements, Change Orders, Contracts, Easement
Requests, Engagement Letters, Grant Applications and Agreements, Leases,
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), Proposals, and Statement of Work.

Service Agreement between Bartlesville Independent Schools District #30 and the
Bartlesville Police Department for ten (10) uniformed police officers referred to as
School Resource Officers, or SROs assigned to policing duties on BPS school
properties as set out in the Agreement, with the City taking the average sum of the
ten SROs salaries, and BPS will pay 75% of the nine SROs salaries annually, one
SRO will be provided annually at no cost to BPS, and additionally the City will
provide on SRO for summer school at no cost to BPS.

Service and Lease Agreement between Tri County Technology Center and the
Bartlesville Police Department for the satellite office/substation and training
classroom on the east side of the City at the cost of $120 annually and provide one
school resource officer annual at no cost to Tri County Technology Center.



Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Xi.

Xii.

Service Contract between Axon Enterprise, Inc. and the Bartlesville Police
Department for the replacement, maintenance, and support of the Department’s
aging conducted energy weapons (tasers) in the amount of $296,927.83.
On-Airport Memorandum of Agreement between the USA Department of
Transportation Federal Aviation Administration and the City of Bartlesville No.
697DCM-26-L-00143 at the Bartlesville Municipal Airport giving the FAA
continuing land rights to operate and maintain five (5) facilities in support of airport
operations.

Agreement for Physician Medical Director between the City of Bartlesville Fire
Department and Tiger Physician Staffing, LLC d/b/a Heartland Medical Direction
as required by the Oklahoma State Department of Health requiring that each
licensed ambulance service and/or certified emergency medical response agenda
shall have a physician medical director who is fully licensed, as the annual cost of
$8,400.

Professional E-Rate Management Services — Fee Schedule between the
Bartlesville Public Library and Kellogg and Sovereign Professional E-Rate
Management Services covering E-Rate and Oklahoma Universal Service Fund to
correctly complete and submit all forms for E-Rate funding, in the amount of
$2,829.96.

Statement of Work with NorthStar Utilities for Utility Billing Server Migration for a
planned migration of the City’s underlying system infrastructure, in the amount of
$147,131.00.

Approval of a Land Application Permit and Biosolid Disposal Agreement on City
owned land for the application of treated wastewater biosolids for beneficial
agricultural use for property described as: Parts of Lot 2, Section 1, Township 25
North, Range 12 East of the Indian Meridian; plus the S/2 of the SE/4 of Section
36, Township 26 North, Range 12 East; plus the S/2 of the SW/4 lying East of the
centerline of the Caney River, Section 36, Township 26 North, Range 12 East,
Washington County, Oklahoma.

Change Order No. 1 from KSL Dirtworks, LLC for the Utilities and Access Road-
Bartlesville Municipal Airport project, adding $2,000 to the contract price from the
BDA via the ARPA and PREP grants.

Change Order No. 2 from KSL Dirtworks, LLC for the Utilities and Access Road —
Bartlesville Municipal Airport project, adding $21,175.00 to the contract price from
the BDA via the ARPA and PREP grants.

Change Order No. 3 from KSL Dirtworks, LLC for the Utilities and Access Road-
Bartlesville Municipal Airport project, reducing the contract price in the amount of
$29,495.44 which will impact the BDA's overall budget using the ARPA and PREP
grants.

Fourth Amendment to the tower/ground lease agreement between the City of
Bartlesville and New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC for a portion of property located
at East Water Tower (WT) Bartlesville, the amount of $2,240.00 per month.

Approval of Conveyance of Property

Accept conveyance of 18 properties from the Washington County Treasurer’s
Office, such properties having not received the minimum reserve bid covering the

-amount of City liens on the properties, at the annual Washington County Tax

Resale auction held on June 8, 2026, said City liens to be released on these
properties: 1. 105 NW Penn Ave., 2. 201 NW Cass Ave., 3. 124 NE Chickasaw
Ave., 4. 333 NW Margarite Ave., 5. 206 SE Creek Ave., 6. 400 NW Theodore
Ave., 7. 212 SW Cheyenne Ave., 8. 207 NW Seminole Ave., 9. 922 SE Choctaw
Ave., 10. 1126 SW Maple Ave., 11. 108 SW Cass Ave., 12. 603 E. 3@ St., 13.
Outlot A, Colonial Estates 18" Addition, 14. 516 SE Shawnee Ave., 15. 110 SW
Cass Ave., 16. 115 NW Rogers Ave., 17. 1308 SE Keeler Ave., 18. 706 SW EIm
Ave.



f. Receipt and Acceptance of Report on City Planning Commission Iltem

i. Receipt and acceptance of a report of findings regarding Planning Commission
action on RZ-0426-0014 and PUD-0426-0065/66, a request from Keleher
Architects on behalf of Salt Creek Group, LLC, for approval of a Rezoning, PUD
(Planned Unit Development), and PUD Site Development Plan, from RS-7 (Single-
Family Residential) to RM-3/PUD (Multi-Family Residential/Planned Unit
Development), on approximately 9.15 acres located southeast of the intersection
of SE Southport Drive and SE Washington Boulevard.

g. Receipt of Permit
i. Receipt of Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality Permit No.
WL000074260478 for the construction of 1,290 linear feet of twelve (12) inch PVC
potable water line at the Bartlesville Industrial Park.

h. Receipt of Bartlesville NEXT Progress Report
i. Bartlesville NEXT Progress Report May 2026

i. Receipt of ALPR (Flock Cameras) Report
i. ALPR Report for June 2026

j- Receipt of Financials
i. Interim financials for 11 months ending May 31, 2026.

k. Receipt of Bids
i. Bid No. 2026-2027-001 Water & Wastewater Line Materials
ii. Bid No. 2026-2027-002 Water Treatment Chemicals
iii. Bid No. 2026-2027-003 Bartlesville 2026 Asphalt Preservation (High Density
Mineral Bond)

Mayor Curd provided the consent docket on a PowerPoint slide and referred citizens to the
agenda where every item was listed. He asked the Council if there were any items to be pulled
for discussion. Mr. Kirkpatrick pulled Item 7.v.iii. and Mayor Curd pulled Iltem 7.d.i. for discussion.

Vice Mayor Dorsey moved to approve the Consent Docket with the exception of Agenda items
7.d.viii. and 7.d.i., seconded by Mr. Kirkpatrick.

Voting Aye:  Mr. Sherrick, Mr. East, Mr. Kirkpatrick, Vice Mayor Dorsey, Mayor Curd
Voting Nay: None
Motion: Passed

Agenda ltem 7.d.i. i. Service Agreement between Bartlesville Independent Schools District #30
and the Bartlesville Police Department for ten (10) uniformed police officers
referred to as School Resource Officers, or SROs assigned to policing
duties on BPS school properties as set out in the Agreement, with the City
taking the average sum of the ten SROs salaries, and BPS will pay 75% of
the nine SROs salaries annually, one SRO will be provided annually at no
cost to BPS, and additionally the City will provide on SRO for summer
school at no cost to BPS.

Mayor Curd asked Deputy Chief Troy Newell to review the SRO
agreement. DC Newell stated that there are eleven SROs with one at Tri
County Tech. The SRO at Tri County Tech, through this agreement is
completely funded by the City, and the other nine are 75% funded by the
school district and 25% funded by the City. He confirmed there is an SRO
in every school, for the entire school year.



Mayor Curd stated that he thinks it is a great agreement between the City
and the school district. He stated his appreciation of the Police Department
for supplying and training the officers, and of the school district and their
participation in the program. Vice Mayor Dorsey concurred adding that it is
wonderful program and asked DC Newell to pass along his appreciation to
the SROs. He has seen the really good relationships the SROs have built
with the students. Mr. Kirkpatrick added that he has seen many kids in the
schools and has been amazed to see the relationship that the children have
with the SROs, including elementary, middle and high school level. He
concluded that they do more than excellent work keeping them safe; they
build relationships, and the kids know the officers by name and trust them.

Mayor Curd moved to approve the Agenda Item 7.d.i. as presented,
seconded by Vice Mayor

Voting Aye:  Mr. East, Mr. Kirkpatrick, Vice Mayor Dorsey, Mr. Sherrick,

Mayor Curd
Voting Nay: None
Motion: Passed

Agenda ltem 7.d.viii. Approval of a Land Application Permit and Biosolid Disposal Agreement on
City owned land for the application of treated wastewater biosolids for
beneficial agricultural use for property described as: Parts of Lot 2, Section
1, Township 25 North, Range 12 East of the Indian Meridian; plus the $/2
of the SE/4 of Section 36, Township 26 North, Range 12 East; plus the S/2
of the SW/4 lying East of the centerline of the Caney River, Section 36,
Township 26 North, Range 12 East, Washington County, Oklahoma.

Mr. Kirkpatrick stated that he pulled this item because he still does not
agree with the practice of applying biosolids to farm and ranch land,
therefore he wanted it to have a separate vote.

Mr. Sherrick reported that key risks identified by the current research
include chemical contaminants, including pharmaceuticals, industrial
chemicals, fragrances and plastic-related compounds. There are
approximately 92 chemicals present in at least 80% of biosolids samples
across the US with persistent compounds that include BPA and
Carbamazepine. Many contaminants are unregulated and not routinely
monitored as well as all of the considerations around PFAS. There is also
some research that shows in Washington County, the soil here is
particularly susceptible to leaching so that makes it easier for some of these
things to potentially make it into the water supply. They can move through
soil infiltration, runoff, plant uptake, bioaccumulation. There are also some
regulatory gaps with the EPA regulation focusing mainly on pathogens and
heavy metals, and not a lot of these other things that are listed in this
material. Mr. Sherrick added that he has begun to do some additional
research that discovered, and may have been known before, that the
biosolids, rather than being applied as is done today, could be applied to a
regular landfill. As long as the City has the O D E Q permit and the biosolids
are class B and sufficiently dewatered, that could be a way that disposal
could be done that in the landfill efficiently - and not have to pass much
cost on to the consumer. He concluded that he has pages of research and
will make it available upon request.



Mr. Sherrick moved to reject Agenda ltem 7.d.viii. There was no second,
therefore the motion failed.

Vice Mayor Dorsey moved to approve Agenda Item 7.d.viii., seconded by
Mayor Curd.

Voting Aye:  Mr. Kirkpatrick, Vice Mayor Dorsey, Mr. East, Mayor Curd
Voting Nay:  Mr. Sherrick
Motion: Passed

Mr. Kirkpatrick indicated to Mr. Sherrick stating that he shares many of his
concerns and that he has researched the topic as well. He came to the
conclusion that the City does not have a better option at this time, and so
he thinks that developing a new option down the road is worth researching.
He concluded that holding it in a storage tank or “winging it” is not a good
thing to do with biosolids, therefore this is the best option right now, but he
thinks figuring out ways to regulate it in the future is wise.

Mayor Curd moved Item 17. up on the agenda.

17.

Presentation and Report on the Unsheltered Homeless Task Force. Presented by Vice
Chairman of the Task Force, Rachel Showler, and Task Force Member, Tom Gorman.

Ms. Showler reported that the Task Force met 22 times working together to find ways to assist
unsheltered/homeless neighbors. She reviewed the text-to-give campaign advertised by signs at
major intersection. Using the QR code, citizens can donate via text, funds that will go directly to
an account that is with the Bartlesville Community Foundation. The funds will be reviewed
annually and a decision will be made by the BCF Board as to what helping organization the funds
will be disbursed. Another objective was to provide all helping organizations with software that
would improve communication between the organizations to provide the best service and
resources to those in need. There are thirteen organizations currently using the software, Charity
Tracker. The task force wanted to find a way for people to obtain information for assistance so 22
signs are now posted around town with QR codes that go directly to the directory of resources
that Ms. Walker was recognized for earlier in the meeting. The information is now also online and
is consistently updated so that anyone can find resources needed for a variety of services. Ms.
Showler added that one of the goals to assist in finding housing that she is most proud of is the
partnership with the Oklahoma Housing Finance Agency, Tennant Base Rental Assistance. A
little over 80 applications have submitted just since January 2026 with 53 approvals. This comes
to almost $300,000 in rental assistance since January for Washington County families alone. Mr.
Gorman interjected saying that Ms. Showler and Grand Mental Health are the ones who
administered this assistance for the City of Bartlesville, and they have done a great job.

Ms. Showler provided statistics with a 2024 vs. 2026 Comparison:

2024 2026
HUD PIT Count (Unsheltered) 58 39
Camp Clean-Ups by Code Enforcement 15 0
Homeless Engagement Calls — CIRT Team 684 114

She concluded her report thanking the City Council the opportunity to help our unsheltered
neighbors. As established in the beginning, a lot of these individuals are from Bartlesville or the
surrounding areas, so they really and truly are our neighbors. It has been an honor privilege to
serve on the Task Force and she stated how proud she is of the goals that were accomplished.
She also thanked Mr. Kirkpatrick for being the chairperson and putting the whole thing together.



Mr. Gorman stated that he could not agree more with Ms. Showler. The Task Force was made up
of mostly organizations that help the unsheltered people, but he was there unabashedly to
represent citizens that wanted to use parks safely again and businesses that have been affected
by the homeless. lllegal activity is what he was addressing and what was accomplished was
something he did not think could be accomplished, and the Task Force and community should
take a lot of pride in that Pathfinder, parks, etc. have become safer and cleaner. The Task Force
has had real impact on our city, and at the same time, many unsheltered homeless people were
really helped. He continued stating that it really is a neat fusion of concepts and accomplishments,
and in viewing the conversation and results with Charity Tracker it was very interesting to watch
as a third party to see how it allows different organizations to track the same person, see the
notes on people, find the best ways to assist, and not divuige anything private. He concluded that
if someone needs help and cannot get it in Bartlesville, then they are not looking hard enough.

Mr. Kirkpatrick publicly thanked everyone who was a part of the Task Force pointing out that he,
City Manager Bailey, and Counciliman East were included. He added the online community
services directory, Councilman East truly gets the credit for it, as he spent a lot of time and effort
giving Bartlesville this new resource. Keith and Christie McPhail from B the Light Mission served
as did State Representative Judd Strom were Rachel Showler, Officer Sierra Compton, Errol
Hada, Tom Gorman, Sherry Smith, Sarah Rowe, Dustin Ainsworth, Judge Alan Gentges, Lisa
Carey and Amber Veiux. There were several people who attended every meeting who were not
part of the Task Force, who contributed their expertise and their insights. The Task Force had two
goals as a team going into this. One was to help our homeless neighbors move from
homelessness to housed and stable as effectively as possible. The second was to protect the
broader community against the negative effects of an unaddressed and growing homelessness
problem. The statistics show both goals were met, but in reality, every number represents a
person. That's the most important thing, both for those individuals and also for our community.
He pointed out examples of how the Task Force, helping organizations, C.I.R.T. teams, and
others have assisted in one way or another. He concluded stating that the goal was never for the
government to figure out how to fix homelessness in Bartlesville; it was to bring the right people
together to help the unsheltered and homeless. He thanked all the volunteers, encouraged them
to keep the good work going, and stated his appreciation for the blessing they are to our
community.

Mayor Curd thanked Ms. Showler, Mr. Gorman and the Task Force members. He also
commended Counciiman Kirkpatrick for his efforts in the community and as part of the Task Force.
He also appreciated the City's presence in it, having a desire from our city government and our
city manager to address the problem, not just brush it aside and move on.

Discuss and take possible action to approve a resolution calling and giving notice of an
upcoming election for City Council Representatives for all wards of the City of Bartlesville.
Presented by Jess Kane, City Attorney.

Mr. Kane reported that the proposed resolution is required to call the election for City Council
representatives which will be held on November 3, 2026. The resolution includes the requirements
per the City Charter. Filing for office will be held August 3-5, 2026 in the Washington County
Election Board.

Mr. Kirkpatrick moved to approve the resolution calling and giving notice of the City Council
Representatives election for November 3, 2026 as presented, seconded by Vice Mayor Dorsey.

Voting Aye:  Vice Mayor Dorsey, Mr. Sherrick, Mr. East, Mr. Kirkpatrick, Mayor Curd
Voting Nay: None
Motion: Passed



10.

1.

12.

Discuss and take possible action to award Bid No. 2026-2027-001 Water & Wastewater Line
Materials. Presented by Councilmember Sherrick.

Mr. Sherrick reported and then moved to award Bid No. 2026-2027-001 to various vendors as
highlighted within the attached bid tabulation as presented, seconded by Vice Mayor Dorsey.

Voting Aye:  Mr. Sherrick, Mr. East, Mr. Kirkpatrick, Vice Mayor Dorsey, Mayor Curd
Voting Nay: None
Motion: Passed

Discuss and take possible action to award Bid No. 2026-2027-002 Water Treatment
Chemicals. Presented by Councilmember Sherrick.

Mr. Sherrick reported then moved to award Bid No. 2026-2027-002 to various vendors as
highlighted within the attached bid tabulation as presented, seconded by Mr. East.

A brief discussion covered the costs of the chemicals.

Voting Aye:  Mr. Kirkpatrick, Vice Mayor Dorsey, Mr. Sherrick, Mr. East, Mayor Curd
Voting Nay: None
Motion: Passed

Discuss and take possible action to award Bid No. 2026-2027-003 Bartlesville 2026 Asphalit
Preservation (High Density Mineral Bond) Project. Presented by Counciimember East.

Mr. East reported then moved to award Bid No. 2026-2027-003 to Holbrook Asphalt, LLC in the
amount of $1,106,753.16 as presented, seconded by Vice Mayor Dorsey.

In response to Mr. East’s inquiry, Mr. Siemers stated that the city is using the same contractor as
before but not the same application.

Voting Aye.  Mr. East, Mr. Kirkpatrick, Vice Mayor Dorsey, Mr. Sherrick, Mayor Curd
Voting Nay: None
Motion: Passed

Public hearing, discussion, and take possible action to approve a rezoning of property
located at 246 NE Howard Avenue from RS-7 (Single-Family Residential) to C-5/PUD
(General Commercial/lPlanned Unit Development), and approving a Planned Unit
Development and Site Development Plan to allow the construction of a commercial garage
building. Presented by Larry R. Curtis, Director of Community Development.

Mr. Curtis reported that the request by Mike Cole to rezone approximately .20 acres from RS-7
single family residential to C-5/PUD, general commercial plan unit development. The purpose of
this request is to allow the construction of a 46 x 40 foot commercial garage building, for the indoor
storage of the applicant's commercial vehicles and equipment. The proposed building would be
constructed around two shipping containers, with one container located at each end of the
building. The containers would remain exposed on the north and south elevations and will be
painted to match the building. The building would include a pitched roof, front and rear walls, one
standard entry door, and two overhead garage doors. The request being made is in compliance
with the comprehensive plan. Public notice was provided; a sign was posted, and notice was
published. The applicant also hosted a citizen participation meeting. According to the report, there
was one phone call and one person attending the meeting. No comments have been received in
support or opposition, and there is no direct budget impact associated with this request. The City
Planning Commission recommended approval with conditions, and staff recommends approval
of this ordinance, rezoning PUD and site development plan with the recommended conditions.
Mr. Kirkpatrick, who sits on the City Planning Commission concurred.



13.

Mayor Curd inquired if the metal building pre-engineered. Mr. Curtis stated that the building will
be completely designed out due to the nature of the utilization of the containers as being part of
it.

Mayor Curd opened the public hearing at 6:16 p.m. There being no one appear to speak, he
closed the public hearing at 6:16 p.m.

Mr. Kirkpatrick moved to approve the Planned Unit Development and Site Development Plan, and
adopt the Ordinance amending the Land Use and Zoning Map of the City of Bartlesville to rezone
246 NE Howard Ave. from RS07 to C5/PUD with stated conditions as presented, seconded by
Mr. East.

Voting Aye:  Vice Mayor Dorsey, Mr. Sherrick, Mr. East, Mr. Kirkpatrick, Mayor Curd
Voting Nay: None
Motion: Passed

Public hearing, discussion, and take possible action to approve a rezoning of property
located at 115 E 12" St. from RM-3 (Multi-Family Residential) to RM-.75/PUD (Multi-Family
Residential/Planned Unit Development) and approving a Planned Unit Development and
Site Development Plan to allow the construction of a new two-story, three-unit apartment
building. Presented by Larry R. Curtis, Director of Community Development.

Mr. Curtis reported that the request was made by Kelleher Architects on behalf of JT Living LLC
to rezone approximately .19 acres from RM-3 multifamily residential to RM-.75/PUD multifamily
residential with a PUD. The request also includes approval of a planned unit development and
site plan. The property currently contains an existing two-story structure building with four
apartment units and attached garage spaces. The applicant proposes to construct an additional
two-story residential building containing three apartment units. If approved, the applicant intends
to divide the property into two lots, with the new apartment building located on the newly created
lot. The site is located within the traditional neighborhood character area where multifamily
residential uses are permitted. The existing apartment building is considered a legal
nonconforming structure. The proposed lot split would increase some existing nonconformities
and create additional deviations from the current RM-.75 standards. Because of that, the PUD is
being used to clarify and address both the existing and the proposed conditions, and to create a
consistent regulatory framework for future administration of the property. The proposed PUD
modifies the existing changes to lot coverage, front side, and rear setbacks, minimum lot size,
and parking. The parking requirement would be reduced from 1.5 spaces per dwelling unit to 1
space per dwelling unit, resulting in seven parking spaces rather than eleven. Recommended
conditions include recording the lot split prior to building permits, recording a joint parking
agreement, recording a sanitary sewer line easement and installing a six-foot opaque privacy
fence along the southern boundary of the parking lot, installing landscaping and completing final
staff engineering, fire building code and all those reviews. Several members of the public spoke
in opposition to this item during the City Planning Commission public hearing. The Planning
Commission recommended conditional approval by a vote of three to two. At this time, staff
recommends approval based on the Planning Commission's recommendation. The applicant is
here to answer questions. '

Mr. Kirkpatrick reported that there was a great deal of discussion at the City Planning Commission
regarding parking issues that may occur with the new apartment building. He inquired how
changes to the parking could be made in which Mr. Curtis stated that the applicant would need to
respond.

Mayor Curd opened the public hearing at 6:23 p.m. Appearing to speak were Anne and Celeste
Cleary and Chris Batchelder.



Both Ann and Celeste Cleary were opposed to the action due to parking issues and the requested
setback variance that does not match other setbacks on residences and buildings in the
neighborhood. Ms. Celeste Cleary added that she was not against urban infill, she just feels there
should be an improved plan to address the parking issues.

Mr. Batchelder, President of Bartlesville Development Authority, supported the action in order to
provide additional living quarters for employees who work downtown and that the community is in
need of additional housing. The BDA provides a residential recruitment incentive to encourage
those who work in Bartlesville, live in Bartlesville.

There being no one else appear to speak, Mayor Curd closed the public hearing at 6:38 p.m.

The Council's discussion centered primarily on two issues: parking availability and the requested
setback variance, while also considering the broader need for downtown redevelopment and
additional housing. Mr. Kirkpatrick began by asking whether the proposed one parking space per
apartment included garage spaces. Mr. Curtis clarified that the existing building contains two
garages, while the new development would provide five surface parking spaces for the five
proposed one-bedroom apartments. Staff noted that the new construction itself meets the City's
parking requirements, but the existing building creates the overall parking challenge because it
was built under older standards. Mr. Kirkpatrick acknowledged that one parking space per one-
bedroom apartment technically meets the proposal but questioned whether future tenants could
own multiple vehicles, potentially increasing on-street parking in the neighborhood. Applicant Jeff
Walters explained that the existing garages were constructed decades ago and are too small for
most modern vehicles. As part of the project, he plans to improve the parking area, including
replacing the existing concrete and potentially adding angled parking to increase off-street parking
capacity. He emphasized that approval of the project would actually improve parking conditions
compared to the current situation, since the existing apartments already have limited parking.
Discussion ensured regarding existing parking patterns in the area. Mr. Kirkpatrick noted that he
regularly drives through the neighborhood and believes the additional off-street parking would
likely reduce congestion on the east-west street. However, he expressed concern that additional
parking along Dewey Avenue could create a bottleneck where the roadway narrows. Mr. Bailey
explained that parking restrictions, such as prohibiting parking on one side of the street, could be
reviewed by the Street and Traffic Committee if necessary. Staff also noted that while such
restrictions may improve traffic flow, they often shift parking demand to neighboring streets and
properties.

The second major topic was the requested setback variance, which would allow the new building
to extend approximately eight feet closer to Dewey Avenue than surrounding homes. Mr. Curtis
explained that the variance was intended to allow the building to fit the site while maintaining
consistency with the existing building and maximizing the available space. Mr. Kirkpatrick stated
that while he liked the project overall, the setback remained his greatest concern. He believed the
building's architecture fit the neighborhood well but questioned whether extending farther toward
the street would alter the established character of the block. Architect Dan Keleher responded
that reducing the building footprint by eight feet would significantly impact the size and
functionality of the apartments. He also emphasized that the building was intentionally designed
to replicate the appearance of the historic gallery that previously occupied the property, matching
its brick facade, colors, and architectural style. Additional discussion followed whether the
proposed development would remain compatible with the surrounding neighborhood. Mr. Curtis
stated that the design was consistent with the existing character of the area and would not
negatively affect nearby property values. It was agreed that the architecture was appropriate,
noting that the surrounding neighborhood already contains a mixture of housing types, including
duplexes, fourplexes, accessory dwelling units, and multifamily residences. Mr. Kirkpatrick, Mr.
East and Mr. Sherrick’'s concerns were focused more on the building's placement than its
appearance. Mr. East expressed greater concern about approving the setback variance. While
acknowledging the need for additional housing, he questioned whether granting the variance
would make it difficult to apply setback standards consistently for future projects or homeowners
requesting similar exceptions.
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14.

Mayor Curd spoke in support of the project, reflecting on his experience living in the downtown
area. He acknowledged that parking has always been limited in older neighborhoods but believed
these challenges generally work themselves out over time. He viewed the project as an
opportunity to redevelop a vacant lot while preserving the appearance of a historic building that
had long been part of the community. Although he recognized that the proposal was not perfect,
he felt encouraging quality infill development downtown outweighed the drawbacks associated
with the requested variances. Mr. Kirkpatrick echoed many of those sentiments, stating that
Bartlesville needs additional housing and that redevelopment should be able to coexist with
established neighborhoods, provided projects respect the area's overall character. Mr. Curtis
added that the property has historically been zoned for multifamily development and that mixed-
density housing has been envisioned for this part of the city since the original zoning regulations
were adopted.

Traffic impacts were also discussed throughout the meeting. Staff explained that they had
intentionally avoided recommending additional on-street parking because it could create
operational and aesthetic issues throughout the neighborhood. Mr. Siemers noted that while some
parking configurations had been explored, including angled parking within the public right-of-way,
staff ultimately preferred solutions that maintained the existing character of the streets while
minimizing conflicts with sidewalks and traffic. Council members agreed that, if necessary, traffic
and parking restrictions could be addressed separately through the Street and Traffic Committee.
Mr. Kirkpatrick inquired what affect delaying a decision would have on the process until after the
Street and Traffic Committee could consider these concerns. Mr. Curtis stated the delaying
beyond the statutory timelines could result in automatic approval. Mr. Keller informed the Council
that the application had already been under review for approximately ninety days and requested
that a decision be made that evening rather than delaying the project further. He reiterated that
the project would improve existing parking conditions, provide additional housing, and remain
architecturally compatible with the surrounding neighborhood. He also noted that the developer
intends to continue investing in additional properties within Bartlesville.

As discussion concluded, several council members acknowledged that the proposal represented
a difficult balance between encouraging redevelopment and preserving neighborhood character.
Mr. Kirkpatrick summarized his position by stating that he supported the concept of the project
and believed additional housing was needed, but continued to struggle with the requested setback
variance. Mr. East expressed similar reservations, particularly regarding the precedent that
granting the variance might establish. Mr. Sherrick felt the opinions and input from neighbors
regarding both parking and setback variance was important to consider. Vice Mayor Dorsey
recognized the neighborhood impact concerns, and believed parking concerns could be
addressed separately after approval. Mayor Curd maintained that redevelopment in this area of
downtown is essential and that thoughtful infill projects like this are necessary to revitalize older
neighborhoods.

Vice Mayor Dorsey moved to approve the Planned Unit Development and Site Development Plan,
and adopt the Ordinance amending the Land Use and Zoning Map of the City of Bartlesville to
rezone 115 E 12! Street from RM-3 to RM-.75/PUD with conditions as presented, and additionally
defer to the Street and Traffic Committee as to whether or not to declare any no-parking
constraints on the discussed street, seconded by Mayor Curd.

Voting Aye:  Vice Mayor Dorsey, Mayor Curd
Voting Nay:  Mr. Sherrick, Mr. East, Mr. Kirkpatrick
Motion: Failed

*See a motion to reconsider following Item 18 in the minutes.

Public hearing, discussion, and take possible action to approve a rezoning of property
located at 142 NW Virginia Avenue from RS-5 (Single-Family Residential) to RM-.75/PUD
(Multi-Family Residential/Planned Unit Development), and approving a Planned Unit
Development and Site Development Plan to allow the existing two-story structure to be
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utilized as a rooming/boarding house consisting of nine sleeping rooms. Presented by
Larry R. Curtis, Director of Community Development.

Mr. Curtis reported that this is a request by Kelleher Architects on behalf of B the Light Mission to
rezone approximately .15 acres from RS-5 single-family residential to RM-.75/ PUD multi-family
residential planned unit development. The request would allow the existing two-story structure to
be utilized as a room and boarding house. The applicant proposes providing housing
accommodations for up to nine women, along with their children, with a maximum occupancy of
no more than 27 residents. The building has historically been used as a place of worship. The
exterior of the building is proposed to remain substantially unchanged, with the existing masonry
window openings and door openings remaining in place. The proposed work is primarily interior
renovation to accommodate the room and board housing for residential purposes. The property
is located in a transitional area with a mix of residential, office, commercial, and multifamily zoning
districts. Staff found the request generally compatible with the surrounding development pattern
and noted that the proposed proposal represents an adaptive reuse of an existing building without
expanding the structure. Five off-street parking spaces are required for the proposed use. The
applicant proposes to satisfy the requirement through the existing parking located to the east of
the property under common ownership. Before a certificate of occupancy is issued, a parking
agreement, a cross access agreement, must be reviewed and approved by city staff and recorded
with the Washington County Clerk's Office. Recommended conditions included compliance with
applicable zoning, subdivision, engineering, building and fire code requirements, recording of the
parking agreement, repairing and replacing any damaged sidewalk segments adjacent to the
property, and limiting the use to the room and board house of no more than nine sleeping units.
Public notice was provided, a sign was posted, and notice was published. The applicant hosted
a citizen participation meeting, and according to the report, no one attended. Staff received no
complaints in support or opposition. There is no direct budget impact associated with this request.
The Planning Commission recommended approval with conditions, and staff recommends
approval of this as well.

Vice Mayor Dorsey stated that he feels this is a great opportunity for Be the Light, located adjacent
to their current facility, and it'll give them the opportunity to help another segment of the
population. They are doing a tremendous job, and he thanked them for everything they have done
to date. He added that had the fortunate pleasure of touring the facility, and he feels that once
their vision is completely in place, it will be a really good thing for our community.

Mr. Kirkpatrick added that seeing the number of women who reach out because of the
homelessness task force who are either a single or have kids and who are in need of an
emergency place to go that's safe, this is a good option to have.

Mayor Curd opened the public hearing at 7:06 p.m. Appearing to speak was Eddie Collins stating
he volunteers at B the Light Mission and witnessed the impact it has on people. He stated his
support of approval by the Council. There being no one else appear to speak, Mayor Curd closed
the public hearing at 7:07 p.m.

Vice Mayor Dorsey moved to approve the Planned Unit Development and Site Development Plan,
and adopt the Ordinance amending the Land Use and Zoning Map of the City of Bartlesville to
rezone 142 NW Virginia Avenue from RS-5 to RM-.75/PUD with conditions as presented,
seconded by Mr. Sherrick.

Mr. Kirkpatrick reiterated his appreciation for the Mission. Mayor Curd added that there is a lot of
great stories that have come out of the toil and hard work in establishing the Mission. Christie
McPhail and her husband have just been angels to this community stepping in every single time
they can to help the community. It is a great project, and he appreciated their diligence.
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15.

Voting Aye:  Mr. Sherrick, Mr. Kirkpatrick, Vice Mayor Dorsey, Mr. East, Mayor Curd
Voting Nay: None
Motion: Passed

Discuss and take possible action on an appeal by Steve Counts on behalf of Shefa
Holdings Corp. of the Hearing Examiner’s Order of Abatement for demolition and removal
of a dilapidated structure at 307 SE Choctaw Avenue, legally described as Lot 2, Block 2,
Armstrong 1%t Addition to the City of Bartlesville, Washington County, Oklahoma (Code
Enforcement Case No. DS-0326-0484). Presented by Larry R. Curtis, Director of
Community Development.

Mr. Curtis, representing the City's hearing officer and our code enforcement officers, reported that
this property contains a two story structure that has been the subject of multiple code enforcement
actions, complaints hearings, continuances and expired permits over an extended period of time.
Mr. Counts, Shefa Holdings, has owned the property for approximately four and a half years.
During that time, there have been several attempts to remodel or reuse the structure, including
prior BRTA-related discussions, expired funding, building permit activity, property maintenance
cases, and dilapidated structure. And a special rezoning or a special zoning permit related to the
residential use. However, records show repeated delays, limited progress, expired permits, and
continued concerns regarding the condition of this property. A continued hearing was held on May
13, 2026 and at that hearing, the hearing examiner determined that the structure was dilapidated
and the structure to be removed within thirty days or the city would proceed with the removal. The
owner appealed that order to City Council, which is now before you. Staff position remains that
the order should be upheld. The structure meets the definition of dilapidated structure and public
nuisance under both State statute and City municipal code. Recent photos taken on June 22,
2026 show the building remains uninhabitable and dilapidated, including interior conditions and
structural concerns. Staff also noted that the property has been unsecured, has drawn repeated
complaints, and creates potential safety, fire and nuisance concerns from the surrounding area.
A notation for Council - Staff did receive supplemental information from Mr. Counts regarding a
proposed buyer for the property. It was sent via email, originally sent to staff on June 29, but it did
not appear in the City's inbox until this morning. After IT located it in our City server and released
it, supplemental information identifies Sideview Homes Solutions LLC and Sean McCann as a
proposed buyer. The memorandum was distributed to the City Council. It states that the property
is under contract, it is being held in escrow by Integrity Title and Closing LLC, and the closing is
anticipated sometime this month. Staff acknowledges the receipt of this additional information.
However, the supplemental buyer information does not change the existing condition of the
structure, the history of the case, the expired permits or the hearing officer's findings that the
property is dilapidated. It also does not provide a compelling rehabilitation or active permit or a
plan or any of those things associated with trying to resolve the current nuisance condition. Staff
therefore recommends that City Council deny the appeal, uphold the hearing examiner's
administrative order, declare the property at 307 SE Choctaw Avenue to be dilapidated and a
public nuisance, and order the property to be demolished and removed. Within the thirty days, if
the owner does not do so, the city would proceed with removal of the building and bill the property
owner accordingly. The owner is here this evening to communicate their thoughts.

Mr. Counts informed the Council that the property is currently under contract for sale to a cash
buyer, with a tentative closing date of July 10, 2026. He stated that he had verified the buyer's
financial ability to complete the purchase but emphasized that the transaction is an arm's-length
sale and that he could not speak on the buyer's future plans beyond what had been discussed
informally. According to Mr. Counts, the buyer has completed the inspection period, is aware of
the property's condition, and has expressed an interest in rehabilitating the structure as residential
housing. However, he acknowledged that any future zoning approvals or development decisions
would ultimately rest with the new owner.
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Mayor Curd expressed concern over the property's lengthy history of noncompliance, noting that
despite previous opportunities to address the violations, the property had continued to deteriorate.
He observed that recent site visits still showed storm debris, discarded furniture, and little
evidence that cleanup efforts had begun. While acknowledging the owner's financial difficulties,
the Mayor emphasized that neighboring property owners have continued to bear the impacts of
the property's condition. Mr. Counts agreed with those concerns, admitting that the company
should have sold the property sooner rather than allowing the situation to continue. He explained
that limited financial resources had forced the company to prioritize projects with higher returns,
leaving this property neglected. Although improvements had been delayed, he believed selling
the property would provide the best opportunity for rehabilitation rather than demolition.

Council members questioned the status of the sale and whether it was contingent upon the
outcome of the abatement hearing. Mr. Counts confirmed that the purchase contract remains
contingent on the Council's decision. If the abatement order proceeds, the buyer may choose not
to complete the purchase.

Discussion of the condition of the structure itself ensued. Mr. Curtis confirmed that while portions
of the building had been secured, several openings still required attention and the property
remained a concern from a code enforcement standpoint. Mr. Counts explained that efforts to
complete additional cleanup had been delayed after several contractors failed to perform the work
they had agreed to complete.

Mayor Curd asked whether the Council could approve the demolition order while making its
implementation contingent upon a successful transfer of ownership. The City Attorney advised
that the Council had broad discretion in crafting conditions for any action it chose to take. Mr.
Bailey cautioned that a change in ownership alone would not resolve the underlying code
enforcement case. He explained that the abatement action runs with the property, meaning any
new owner would inherit the existing violations unless they were corrected. Mr. Curtis echoed
those concerns, noting that simply delaying the decision could result in the City revisiting the same
issue months later if meaningful progress was not made. Mr. Kirkpatrick suggested that, if the
Council wished to provide one final opportunity for rehabilitation, any extension should be tied
directly to the successful closing of the property sale rather than simply allowing additional time.
He expressed concern that throughout the history of the case there had been multiple promises
of future action that ultimately were not fulfilled. A short extension tied to a verified sale, he said,
would provide an opportunity for a financially capable buyer while avoiding another indefinite
delay. Mr. East agreed that the structure still appeared capable of rehabilitation and expressed
reluctance to see it demolished if there remained a realistic opportunity for restoration. He
acknowledged the City's frustration with repeated delays but favored establishing firm deadlines
that would allow the sale to proceed while ensuring measurable progress. Mr. Curtis reminded
the Council that similar extensions had been granted on other properties in the past, only to result
in demolition after additional months of inactivity. Although staff continued to recommend
proceeding with the abatement, he proposed a structured alternative if the Council wished to
accommodate the pending sale. Under that approach, the existing enforcement case would
remain active and would not be dismissed simply because ownership changed.

A series of milestones that would preserve the City's ability to proceed with demolition if progress
stalled were recommended: 1)The property sale would need to close within 20 days; 2) Within 30
days of closing, the new owner would be required to submit an acceptable redevelopment plan to
the City; 3)The owner would then have up to six months to obtain all necessary zoning approvals,
building permits, and other required authorizations; and 4)Failure to meet any of these deadlines
would automatically allow the abatement process to continue without requiring the City to restart
enforcement proceedings.

Mr. Kirkpatrick and Mr. East expressed support for this framework, stating that a professional
investor purchasing the property with full knowledge of the conditions would either move quickly
to complete the required work or choose not to proceed with the purchase. Either outcome, he
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16.

noted, would provide greater certainty than another open-ended delay. Mayor Curd remained
skeptical that a new owner would necessarily produce a different outcome, citing the property's
lengthy history of missed deadlines and unsuccessful commitments. He noted that the Council
had repeatedly attempted to work with the current owner over an extended period without seeing
meaningful progress. Nevertheless, he acknowledged that if the Council wished to provide one
final opportunity, it should do so under clearly defined conditions.

Mr. East formally moved to conditionally defer the abatement, requiring the property to close
within 20 days, a redevelopment plan to be submitted within 30 days, and all necessary permits
and approvals to be obtained within six months. The motion further provided that failure to meet
any of these deadlines would automatically allow the abatement to proceed without additional
Council action. Vice Mayor Dorsey clarified that if permits were obtained but work did not proceed
as required, the abatement would also automatically move forward, which was confirmed. The
motion received a second from Mayor Curd, establishing a conditional deferral of the abatement
subject to the stated deadlines and performance requirements.

Voting Aye:  Mr. Kirkpatrick, Vice Mayor Dorsey, Mr. Sherrick, Mr. East, Mayor Curd
Voting Nay: None
Motion: Passed

Presentation on the Blue Whale Materials fire incident that occurred on April 14, 2026.
Presented by H.C. Call, Bartlesville Fire Chief.

Chief Call provided his update on the Blue Whale materials fire that occurred on April 14, 2026.
reviewing the emergency response, summarize the findings of the fire investigation, discuss the
action items presented to Blue Whale, and highlight improvements the City has implemented
since the incident. Blue Whale representatives will also provide an update on their efforts.

Chief Call reported that Blue Whale operates three large buildings at its facility. The fire occurred
at 1582 Industrial Boulevard, within the outdoor battery storage yard. Most of the buildings are
protected by automatic fire suppression systems and utilize dual fire detection systems consisting
of flame detectors monitored by a third-party alarm company and thermal cameras monitored on-
site. Based on the investigation, the fire appears to have started around 9:02 p.m. The first fire
alarm activated at approximately 9:12 p.m., and the third-party monitoring company notified the
Bartlesville Dispatch Center at 9:17 p.m. Fire crews were dispatched at 9:18 p.m., Engine 3
responded at 9:30 p.m. and crews arrived on scene at 9:24 p.m. Upon arrival, firefighters found
an approximately 80-foot by 80-foot area of stacked lithium-ion batteries fully involved in fire, with
flames reaching roughly 20 feet in height and significant radiant heat. Initial water was applied at
approximately 9:28 p.m. A hydrant water supply was established around 9:43 p.m., and a water
shuttle operation began around 10:00 p.m. BFD crews performed exceptionally well despite
several challenges, including limited initial water supply, the intensity of the fire, difficult site
access, and severe weather conditions. The incident occurred during a thunderstorm, and tornado
warnings had been issued just south of Bartlesville. The initial Bartlesville Fire Department
response consisted of 19 personnel, including three engines, one ladder truck, and five command
vehicles. Additional crews responded later to relieve personnel who had been operating for an
extended period while ensuring uninterrupted emergency coverage throughout the city.

Chief Call recognized the outstanding support provided by mutual aid partners, including the
Dewey, Ochelata, Oglesby, and Washington County Fire Departments, as well as the Bartlesville
Police Department, Washington County Emergency Management, the Washington County
Sheriff's Office, Bartlesville Ambulance Service, and the City's Water Treatment Plant staff.
Special thanks also go to Blue Whale employees, who used heavy equipment to move battery
materials away from the fire, helping prevent additional fire spread and significantly assisting
firefighting operations.
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Chief Call continued stating that the fire investigation determined the incident was accidental and
was most likely caused by a spontaneous thermal runaway event involving one or more end-of-
life consumer-grade lithium-ion battery cells. Due to the manner in which the batteries were
stacked, investigators could identify only the originating stack, not the specific battery where the
event began. Following the incident, the Fire Marshal developed eleven-item action plan
identifying opportunities to improve safety and emergency response. These recommendations
included improvements to fire flow, expanded fire apparatus access roads, enhanced site
housekeeping, updated emergency response plans, consideration of an on-site industrial fire
brigade, evaluation of specialized lithium-ion battery suppression agents, acquisition of
collapsible water tanks for tanker operations, continuous third-party monitoring of all fire detection
systems, reimbursement for specialized firefighter protective equipment cleaning, improved gate
access and signage, and additional employee life safety measures. Since the fire, the City has
completed significant improvements to the industrial park water system. Previously, the water
main terminated as a dead-end line. A new twelve-inch connection has now created a looped
water system, resulting in noticeably improved fire hydrant flow. Approximately 500,000 gallons
of water were used during the incident. Medical evaluations were offered to firefighters who
responded. Additionally, one set of bunker gear was sent to a laboratory in Belgium for
contaminant testing related to lithium-ion battery fires. That gear will be replaced by the
manufacturer as part of ongoing research. Since this incident, Blue Whale has experienced
several false alarms, isolated overheating battery events, and a few smaller fires. In nearly all
cases, Blue Whale personnel successfully managed those situations before the Fire Department
arrived.

Mr. Bailey commented that this was an unusual incident for our community and our first response
to a facility of this type and scale. Both the City and Blue Whale learned valuable lessons.
Communication throughout this process has been outstanding, and Blue Whale has been very
responsive to every concern we have raised. Over the past several months, there have been
numerous staff meetings involving City leadership, the Fire Department, Public Works, and Blue
Whale management. Those collaborative discussions resulted in many of the improvements you'll
hear about tonight. Industrial facilities naturally involve higher risks. The objective is to ensure
that when incidents occur, they are contained as quickly as possible with minimal damage and
minimal risk to the public, and he believes the partnership between the City and Blue Whale is
positioned well to accomplish that. Mayor Curd concurred adding that had participated in many of
these discussions, and there was a tremendous learning curve for everyone involved. The Fire
Department learned a great deal, and Blue Whale has demonstrated a genuine commitment to
being both a safe operator and a responsible corporate neighbor. The response to the incident
was excellent, and the continued cooperation between the City and Blue Whale has been equally
impressive. Blue Whale has worked diligently to address every concern raised by the City and
has recognized that, while the Fire Department will aiways respond when needed, they also have
a responsibility to minimize the burden placed on taxpayers. The working relationship has been
very positive, and it was agreed that it will continue to strengthen moving forward.

Chief Call emphasized that lithium-ion battery recycling is a relatively new industry. Unfortunately,
fire codes and standards often lag behind emerging technologies by several years. While the
existing infrastructure met applicable code requirements, those standards were not developed
with large-scale lithium-ion battery storage facilities in mind. Blue Whale has been very receptive
to implementing additional safety measures that go beyond current code requirements.

Vice Mayor Dorsey commended the Fire Department and all of the mutual aid departments for
their response. He spent several hours at the scene that evening and witnessed firsthand the
professionalism of everyone involved. The crews were able to quickly reduce the main body of
fire, even though extinguishing the incident completely required much more time. As mentioned,
one of the biggest challenges was the available water supply, but the BFD adapted quickly by
establishing the tanker shuttle and deploying portable dump tanks. Blue Whale employees also
played an important role by moving materials with heavy equipment, allowing firefighters to
operate more effectively. Chief Call agreed stating that the greatest operational challenge was

16



obtaining enough water to sustain suppression efforts. The original water system simply was not
designed for a fire of this magnitude involving lithium-ion batteries. The recently completed water
system improvements have already increased hydrant flow, and the experience gained from this
incident has significantly improved our planning and preparedness for any future response.

David Fauvre, Co-Founder, Blue Whale Materials addressed the Council and provided an update
on the business and the incident. Joining him was Brian Schupbach, Senior Vice President of
Operations and Engineering, who played a key role in both our emergency response and the
operational improvements implemented since the incident. Blue Whale has been operating this
facility since August 2025 employing approximately 67 full-time employees who live in Bartlesville,
along with approximately 20 temporary employees, many of whom transition into permanent
positions as the company continue to grow. They are actively expanding processing capacity and
continue to utilize the storage yard for batteries awaiting processing. Earlier today, Blue Whale
announced the successful closing of additional private financing to support that expansion, as
well as announcing the appointment of its new Chief Executive Officer, Jack Johnson. He brings
extensive experience in lithium-ion battery manufacturing and operations and is originally from
Columbus, Kansas. We're excited about the future growth of our company and our continued
partnership with the City of Bartlesville.

Mr. Fauvre continued with thanking Chief Call, Fire Marshal Watson, and the entire Bartlesville
Fire Department for their professionalism and collaboration. The objective is to prevent fires
entirely, but if an incident does occur, their goal is to ensure it remains as small as possible and
has minimal impact on our employees, our neighbors, and the community. He added that this
incident was taken very seriously, and they are fully committed to implementing every necessary
improvement to operate safely and responsibly. Since the fire, all of the immediate corrective
actions were completed, and they are actively implementing long-term improvements. Some of
the major actions include:

o Thermal camera systems are now monitored 24 hours a day, seven days a week by both
external monitoring services and internal personnel.

) Automated notifications immediately alert the team if abnormal temperatures are detected
or if monitoring equipment experiences any interruption.

o Committed to constructing an additional one-million-gallon fire water storage tank to
supplement the existing fire protection infrastructure.

° Establishing a dedicated on-site industrial fire brigade staffed by emergency response
personnel.
A specialized quick-response fire attack vehicle has been ordered.

° Since the incident, continuous fire watch staffing with personnel monitoring the facility

around the clock has been maintained.

Mr. Fauvre concluded stating the they have submitted their incident report to the City and have
completed all short-term corrective actions identified in that report. We continue working
collaboratively with City staff and the Fire Depariment to complete the remaining long-term
improvements.

Mr. Schupbach then reported stating Mr. Fauvre covered many of the broader initiatives, and he
would provide additional detail regarding the specific improvements that have been made. One
of Blue Whale’s first priorities was creating a dedicated Emergency Response function. They hired
an experienced emergency response professional and are continuing to build a full-time response
team that will provide 24-hour coverage. Those employees will receive specialized training and
certification to become a fully qualified industrial fire brigade. They also made significant
improvements to their fire detection systems. In addition to upgrading thermal monitoring
equipment and automated notification capabilities, they are evaluating additional technologies
that may provide even earlier detection. Within the battery storage yard, they have reduced
storage density, repackaged materials where appropriate, removed unnecessary combustible
materials such as pallets, and improved overall organization to enhance emergency access. They
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have invested in a dedicated quick-attack fire response vehicle forimmediate on-site suppression.
Working alongside the Fire Department, they also evaluated specialized suppression agents
designed specifically for lithium-ion battery fires. Environmentally friendly, biodegradable
suppression agents were purchased and stocked with both portable extinguishers and larger bulk
quantities to support emergency operations if needed. They are making a substantial investment
in the additional one-million-gallon water storage system. Design work and contractor bidding are
currently underway. For fire apparatus access, they developed an alternative approach that
exceeds the City's original request. Rather than simply constructing additional access roads, they
are installing elevated fixed water monitors throughout the storage yard. The water monitors are
elevated water nozzles capable of directing water onto any location within the yard. The design
provides overlapping coverage so every area can be reached by multiple monitors. Additional
they have:

Purchased the requested collapsible dump tanks.

Procured specialized suppression chemicals.

Continued building our industrial fire brigade.

Submitted updated emergency response plans.

Expanded third-party monitoring of our fire detection systems.

Agreed to cover the City's firefighter protective equipment cleaning costs.

Completed requested improvements involving gates, access markings, and signage.
Updated our internal authorization process to allow faster procurement of additional life
safety equipment.

Mr. Schupbach concluded stating again that Blue Whale takes this incident seriously and are
committed to implementing every improvement necessary to operate safely.

Mr. East inquired if there had been any findings from the Oklahoma Department of Environmental
Quality regarding possible contamination from the fire. Mr. Fauvre responded that they had.
Following the incident, the worked directly with ODEQ to identify locations for soil sampling.
Testing was completed, and all results were below regulatory screening levels for the materials
analyzed. ODEQ reviewed those findings and determined that no additional environmental testing
was necessary.

Mayor Curd inquired about the thermal sensing equipment as there were periods when portions
of that system were not functioning properly. Mr. Schupbach responded that they have corrected
those operational issues and significantly enhanced the system. Our emergency response
personnel, as well as designated off-site staff, now receive automatic alerts whenever elevated
temperatures are detected—or even if monitoring equipment stops functioning. They have
intentionally built significant redundancy into the system.

Mr. Kirkpatrick thank Mr. Fauvre and Mr. Schupbach for the update and for the way Blue Whale
has responded, their willingness to listen to the Fire Department and take the community's
concerns seriously. Mayor Curd commended them on how they have addressed each of the Fire
Marshail's recommendation—many of them going well beyond what was originally requested.
Included implementing additional safety measures, the dedicated attack vehicle, expanded water
resources, fixed suppression systems, and continuous on-site monitoring. Throughout every
meeting he attended, Blue Whale has demonstrated a genuine commitment to employee safety
and to protecting the community. They're not simply meeting expectations—they're exceeding
them. They have also improved operational readiness by staging forklifts within the storage yard
so equipment is immediately available if materials need to be moved during an emergency. Every
minute matters during an incident like this, and they've clearly taken those lessons to heart.

Mr. Bailey stated that City staff and Blue Whale believed it was important to present this
information publicly. This was a significant event that understandably created concern throughout
the community. Holding this discussion during a public City Council meeting allows everyone to
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hear the investigation results, the City's recommendations, and the improvements Blue Whale
has committed to making.

Mr. East stated his appreciation of the thoroughness of this report. Imnmediately following the fire,
there were many questions from the public. Those answers required time and a complete
investigation and he appreciated the detailed work that was been done. Mayor Curd added that
he wanted to recognize Chief Call, Fire Marshal Watson, and Blue Whale for working together
throughout this process. When the incident occurred, everyone wanted immediate answers, but
thorough investigations take time. Today, he stated, they have answered all of the questions, and
more importantly, there are meaningful solutions that will strengthen emergency preparedness
moving forward. Vice Mayor Dorsey concurred stating his appreciation of Blue Whale leadership
and they are implementing safety measures beyond what would normally be required. Mr. Fauvre
responded that it is important to them—not only for their employees and their operations, but also
as a member of this community. He concluded that he appreciated the City's partnership and the
collaboration throughout this process.

17. Presentation and Report on the Unsheltered Homeless Task Force. Presented by Vice
Chairman of the Task Force, Rachel Showler, and Task Force Member, Tom Gorman.

*Item moved up and was addressed ahead of Item 8. See above.

18. Presentation of the ALPR Evaluation Committee recommendation on automated license
plate recognition (ALPR) cameras, and discuss and take possible action on contracts with
Flock Safety and Axon Enterprises, Inc. for license plate recognition camera services for
the Bartlesville Police Department. Presented by Captain Daniel Elkins.

*Due to time constraints, Item 18 was been moved to the August 3, 2026 City Council Regular
Meeting after it was confirmed that approval of the agreements could be delayed a month.

*At this point in the meeting, Mr. Kirkpatrick moved to reconsider Item 13, seconded by Vice Mayor
Dorsey.

Voting Aye:  Vice Mayor Dorsey, Mr. Kirkpatrick, Mr. East, and Mayor Curd
Voting Nay:  Mr. Sherrick
Motion: Passed

Mr. Kirkpatrick explained his motion to reconsider, stating that if the developer and architect could
eliminate the requested 8-foot variance and instead reduce the parking requirement to 0.85 spaces per
dwelling unit, the proposal may be more acceptable to both him and the neighboring property owners.
He explained that he was proposing that the Council deny the 8-foot variance while approving a reduction
in the parking requirement to 0.85 spaces per unit. This would allow the developer, at its discretion, to
reduce the number of new parking spaces from five to four, thereby accommodating the apartment project
while requiring only one vehicle to rely on legal on-street parking. Mr. Kirkpatrick stated that his primary
concern with the 8-foot variance was that shifting the building would obstruct the sight line and negatively
affect the overall streetscape and traffic flow. He said he had been trying to find a way to address those
concerns without jeopardizing the project and believed this alternative represented the closest
compromise between the interests of the developer and the neighboring residents. He noted that the
developer would not be required to pursue this option but should be given the opportunity to consider it.
He emphasized that he was not attempting to take action without the participation of the developer or the
neighboring property owners, noting that Mr. Curtis, the applicants, and the neighboring residents had
already left the meeting. He stated that the idea had only recently occurred to him and was intended to
address the concerns that had been discussed during the public hearing earlier in the meeting. He
concluded by stating that he would support tabling or continuing the matter to the next meeting to allow
the developer time to evaluate the alternative proposal, adding that the developer might choose a
different approach before the next meeting. Discussion on whether a motion is needed to continue the
agenda item or table it.

19



Mayor Curd moved to reconsider the Agenda Item at the August 3, 2026 City Council Regular meeting,
seconded by Mr. Kirkpatrick.

Voting Aye:  Mr. Sherrick, Mr. East, Mr. Kirkpatrick, Vice Mayor Dorsey, Mayor Curd
Voting Nay: None
Motion: Passed

19.

20.

21.

New Business.
There was no new business to address.
City Manager and Staff Reports.

Mr. Bailey provided an update on the severe storm that occurred on the evening of July 4, noting
that it was stronger and developed more quickly than forecasted. He stated that the storm resulted
in widespread power outages, with Public Service Company of Oklahoma (PSO) reporting that
more than 24,000 customer accounts lost power at the peak of the event. Damage to City facilities
was generally limited. The City's wayfinding signs were not significantly damaged, although
several breakaway bolts sheared and staff will review whether the bolts performed as intended.
At the airport, the hangar currently under construction sustained only minor insulation damage
despite its open west end, and crews repaired minor damage to the perimeter fence and cleared
debris from roadways. The most significant facility damage occurred at the Frontier Pool, where
the synthetic roof was blown off, and at the Bartlesville Public Library, where a gazebo was
destroyed. Despite the damage, the pool reopened later that day, and the library building itself
was not damaged. City parks sustained extensive tree damage. Johnstone Park was expected to
reopen the following day after cleanup. The most severe damage occurred at Sooner Park, and
Boots Hollow Golf Course, where approximately 15 large trees were uprooted, and 30 additional
trees were extensively damaged, and hundreds of large limbs were downed. Cleanup efforts
would focus first on restoring playable areas of the golf course, while full debris removal and site
restoration would be a long-term project. Power had been restored to most golf course facilities
except the on-course restroom. Pathfinder Parkway was reopened after crews cleared fallen trees
from the trail, although additional cleanup and tree removal would continue. He noted that City
crews sustained little equipment damage.

Regarding the community response, Mr. Bailey stated that hundreds of trees were down on
private property throughout the city. Volunteer organizations, including the Baptist Chainsaw
Crew, had mobilized to assist residents with debris removal and tree cleanup. Mr. Bailey
summarized the City's emergency response, reporting that dispatch handled approximately 230
incoming calls during the four and one-half hours following the storm, including 80 documented
calls for service, of which 33 emergency responses were handled by the Fire Department. He
reported that no severe injuries had been reported. He further noted that the Bartlesville Public
Library served as a cooling shelter, assisting more than 200 individuals, and that City crews
removed more than 80 trees from roadways between Saturday night and Sunday morning,
restoring access to all public roads.

In response to an inquiry from Mayor Curd, Mr. Bailey confirmed that the City's public debris site
was open, operating from 7:00 a.m. to 4:.00 p.m., including Saturdays, for public use.

Mr. Bailey concluded by thanking the Council for allowing him to provide the update and noted
that the information presented reflected the most current reports available.

City Council Comments and Inquiries.

Vice Mayor Dorsey stated that he was glad there were no injuries during the high wind event.
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22. There being no further business to address, Mayor Curd adjourned the meeting at 8:32
p.-m.

James S. Curd, Jr., Mayor
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